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Pinellas County School
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Foxx Gets Three Globe
Nominations--------------

Taking A Stand For Teen
Abstinence-----------------

The GAPP coordinators are committed to educating teens on the consequences of pre-marital sex, drugs and
alcohol.
photos by Rassi

Williams and his wife Arthurene enjoyed the tribute.
Not pictured, but also present, were his children
Brandon and Brandi.
photos by Rick Gee

by Rick Gee
Challenger Correspondent
“A man that hath friends
must show himself friend
ly: and there is a friend that
sticketh closer than a
brother.” (Proverbs 18:24)
CLEARWATER
Thus, last Saturday after
noon, it was a packed
house at the retirement
luncheon for Lewis Wil
liams. Family, friends, co
workers and associates
came out to honor Wil
liams at the Harborview
Center in Clearwater. The
attendance was proof in
itself as to how popular
Williams is within the
school district. Television
personality Joy Petit, Pub
hc Affairs Director, ABC
Citizens News, served as
mistress of ceremony.
Sharing one side of the
dais with Williams were
the Rev. Dr. Manuel Sykes,
Bethel Community Baptist
Church, Jade Moore, Pi
nellas County Teachers
Association, and Linda
Lerner, Pinellas County
School Board. Sharing the
opposite side of the dais
with Williams were his
lovely wife Arthurene and

children
Brandi
and
Brandon.
Williams’ career is one
that is highlighted with ex
ceptional
achievement.
Beginning his brilliant ed
ucational career at Dune
din Junior High School, he
toiled there as a teacher for
three years. He left Dune
din to serve as principal at
three different levels. For
thirteen years, he applied
his administrative skills at
Fairmount Park, South
Ward and Dunedin Ele
mentary Schools; includ
ing, Seminole Middle and
Pinellas
Park
High
Schools.
Williams continued to
apply his administrative
know-how while serving as
Director of School Oper
ations for a period of five
years and as an Associate
Superintendent of Pupil
Assignment for a four-year
period. With such an out
standing educational back
ground, it was only a mat
ter of time that Williams
moved into the top-level

Williams
continued on pg. 5
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bv Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG If you think that an organi
zation advocating that
teenagers abstain from sex
and not take drugs is either
preachy or Pollyannish,
think again about GAPP.
The Greatness Attitude
and Potential Program, for
merly called GAP-USA,
held their bi-annual teen
summit last Saturday. The
theme was the conse
quences of pre-marital sex,
drugs and alcohol for youth
aged 12 to 18. The plan is
to close the health disparity
gap among African Ameri

cans.
'Now in its fourth year,

the impetus for creating the
program came from the rel
atively high rate of preg
nancies and sexually trans
mitted diseases (STDS),
among African American
teenagers in Pinellas Coun
ty. In an increasingly com
petitive and global job mar
ket, these problems add to
the obstacles that black
teens already face in pre
paring for hfe and good

jobs.
GAPP program direc
tor Andree Sunnewille says
federal funding comes
from the Human Resources
and Services Administra
tion (HRSA), under the
Maternal Child and Health
Bureau.
About 130 teens and 25
of their parents participated
in the event held at the SPC
Allstate Center. Speakers
included Ron Dock, inter
vention coordinator for the
New York Yankees, and
Ylonda Morris, a young
woman who became a par
ent as a teen. Morris recent
ly left her job as a certified
nursing assistant for a job
with GAPP.
Under the best of cir
cumstances,
teenagers
reach a point in their lives
where the decisions they
make are increasingly in
fluenced by peers rather
than parents, sometimes
with disastrous results.
Raised primarily by her
grandmother, Morris told
the teens that her life began
to unravel when she was 13
and her grandma died. Her

GAPP program participants take a look at a display
on substance abuse during last weekend's event
GAPP is geared towards youth ages 12 to 18.
mom tried to step in, but
the two were not close.
Instead, Morris turned to
her boyfriend and began to
drink alcohol and smoke
marijuana with him. At age
14 she had sex with him
because she wanted the
love she missed. Within six
months, she was pregnant.
Despite the challenges,
she attended high school
while living with her boy
friend - who was unfaith
ful. After they separated,
she met and married a man
who wanted to drink and
take drugs and was jealous
of her ambitions for a bet
ter life, so she divorced

him.
Morris told The Weekly
Challenger that as a teen
she was "in a rebellious
stage," because teens feel
they "know the ropes," and
that they can be "independ
ent" in making their deci
sions. She would still see
her six-year-old daughter,
Zykeriah, "as being a bless
ing," but says that she has
regrets.
"The challenges of fac
ing drugs and alcohol and
putting myself at risk for

GAPP
continued on pg. 7

HUD Awards $17.6 Million ln
Grants To Help Fight Housing
Discrimination--------------public about housing dis
crimination laws and work
to promote fair housing.
Across the country, the
grants are allocated as fol
lows:
• Private Enforcement
Initiative - About $11.8
million was awarded for 12
tol8 month grants of up to
$220,000 to assist private,
tax-exempt fair housing
enforcement organizations
in the investigation and
enforcement of alleged
The grant recipients included: Jack Humburg (Boley Centers for Behaviorial
violations of the Fair Hous
Healthcare - St Petersburg); Karen Jackson Sims (U.S. Dept. HUD Tampa Field
ing Act and substantially
Office); Tom DiFiore (Bay Area Legal Services, Tampa); Francine Gordon (MidFlorida Housing Partnership); Keenya Robertson (HOPE, Inc.); Michael Figgins, equivalent State and local
fair housing laws.
(Jacksonville Area Legal Aid), and Candace Tapscott (U.S. Dept. HUD - Director
• Education and Out
of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity Program Center).
ST. PETERSBURG - ceremony held at the Boley Initiatives Program, will go reach Initiative - About
On Thursday, Oct. 7, Centers for Behavioral to public and private fair- $3.7 million was allocated
Housing and Urban Devel Healthcare in St. Peters housing groups and state for one-year grants of up to
opment Secretary Alphon- burg, HUD presented and local agencies across $100,000 to inform and
so Jackson awarded $17.6 checks totaling $733,000 to the country. These groups educate the public about
million in grants to 106 five successful recipients in will use the funds to inves the rights and obligations
tigate allegations of hous
groups to help them fight Florida.
HUD
The grants, funded un ing discrimination, educate
housing discrimination.
continued on pg. 6
On Monday, Nov. 29, in a der HUD's Fair Housing the housing industry and

Jamie Foxx earned three Globe nominations, includ
ing one for best lead actor in a musical or comedy for
"Ray."
Jamie Foxx scored
three Golden Globe nomi
nations Monday, among
them lead actor in a musi
cal or comedy as Ray
Charles in the film biogra
phy "Ray," as Hollywood
entered its award season.
Foxx also earned a
supporting actor nomina
tion for "Collateral" as a
taxi driver whose cab is
hijacked by a hit man, and
as best actor in a TV movie
or miniseries for "Redemp
tion."
The Academy Awards
show is Feb. 27.
Audiences have been
amazed by the incredible
performance Jamie Foxx
gives in "Ray," now in the
atres. Foxx’s portrayal is a
tour de force, an astoundingly accurate depiction of
the blind R&B legend who
died in June, but not before
meeting Foxx and giving
the 36-year-old actor his
blessing.
Some things come to
gether in divine order at the
right time and place. For
15 years, the filmmakers
struggled to get the movie
made about the life of Ray
Charles. Finally, the money
was there and the movie
was a go. Now they had to
find the right actor to play
the role. As fate would
have it, producer/director
Taylor Hackford had pro
duced a documentary in
1996 called "When We
Were Kings," about Mu
hammad Ah’s famous fight
with George Foreman in
Zaire. He knew well all the
people in Ali’s camp,
including trainer Bundini

Brown. In 2001 Michael
Mann made the film "Ah"
and the small, but impres
sive, role of Brown was
played by Jamie Foxx. He
was amazed at how deadon his portrayal was.
Hackford also remembered
Foxx’s fine performance in
Oliver Stone’s "Any Given
Sunday." He decided Foxx
had untapped acting skills
and he might be able to
capture Charles. Hackford
and Benjamin took a
chance on Jamie Foxx, best
known at the time as a
stand-up comic and televi
sion star.
When he met with
Foxx, Hackford told the
actor his main concern was
that whoever played Ray
Charles would have to
reveal an innate relation
ship to the very soul of
music. As it turns out,
Foxx, similar to Charles,
had started playing piano
at age three. The actor later
led the band at his Texas
gospel church in his youth
and received a university
piano scholarship. "When
Jamie told me this, I just
kind of sat back and
thought, ‘My God,’" re
members Hackford. "I’d
like to shy it was planned,
but it wasn’t. We got
lucky."
The next test was to
have Foxx and Charles
meet - which they did at
two side-by-side pianos,
while the filmmakers held
their breath. Hackford
recalls the story: "Ray was

Foxx
continued on pg. 9

* review of The
Chocolate nutcracker.
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The Gantt Report
by Lucius Gantt
Many of America’s socalled Black leaders are
scaredy cats! They are
afraid of heights. They are
afraid to speak up! They
are afraid to stand up! And,
they are afraid to rise up!
Let me explain. The
only way that an AfricanAmerican can be recog
nized as a "leader" is when
he or she is designated as a
leader by the American
white man.
You are not a leader
unless the white press re
ports that you are a leader.
You are not a leader unless
the white politician ap
points you to a leadership
position. You are not a

leader unless you lead the
people down the path that
the white mans wants you
to lead the people down.
One of the most obvi
ous traits that so-called
African-American leaders
have is their fear of falling.
In order to be a Black per
son and also be a leader,
you must be scared to lose
your title. You must be
scared to lose your influ
ence. You must be scared to
lose your job.
The white man will not
designate you as a leader in
the Black community if
you think Blacks are equal
to whites. If you think
Black professionals are as
proficient or as capable as

other races you can’t be a other community groups.
One of the UNIA’s slo
leader.
Think about it. How gans was “Race First.” Try
many so-called Black lead being a Negro leader in
ers live in Black communi 2005 and telling people to
ties? How many so-called put their race first.
When I was young, it
Black leaders work in
Black communities? How was hip for community
many so-called Black lead leaders to go to jail. Back
ers patronize Black busi in the day, you were not
nesses more than they considered a leader unless
patronize firms owned by you were willing to go to
jail to fight for what was
non-Blacks?
Even though Marcus right. Martin went to jail,
Garvey’s Universal Negro Malcolm went to jail,
Improvement Association Angela went to jail, Rosa
is never mentioned in the went to jail, Huey went to
same breath as the NAACP, jail, Stokely went to jail
CORE, SCLC or the Urban and many, many more fol
League, the UNIA was lowed them to jail cells.
Nowadays, so-called
much larger and had many
more members than the Black leaders wouldn’t

dare risk getting incarcerat The Man.
But falling off is sym
ed. No one wants to go to
bolic,
falling off is ironic
jail for helping people. The
only leaders we see behind and falling off is very, very
bars are the leaders caught figurative.
North Florida busi
with crack pipes, the ones
caught stealing or misap nessman Sarge Carter
propriating money or the made an interesting point
ones taking bribes and pay when he said, "How can
you fall when you’re
offs.
If you are not afraid, already on the ground?"
Sounds like Lil’ Scrap
you can never be a leader in
Black America. You have py to me - get out the
to be afraid to recommend crowd if you’re scared!
If you can’t be a
other Blacks. You have to
be afraid to hire other "leader," be yourself.
Contact Lucius at theBlacks. You have to be
ganttreport@comcast.net.
afraid to love other Black
people.
You have to be afraid
to fall off of the pedestal
where you were placed by

Bigotry from the Left
by Kimberley Jane Wilson
A New Visions
Commentary
Bigotry can be found in
the places one would least
expect it to thrive.
Author Shirley Jackson, remembered most for
horror tales such as "The
Lottery," understood this
when she wrote the slyly
brilliant story "After You
My Dear Alphonse." The
story's unnamed narrator is
a middle-class, white
housewife who considers
herself an upstanding liber
al in both actions and
thoughts. She is delighted
when her young son comes
home with his new best
friend - a black child
named Boyd.
She immediately as
sumes Boyd must be poor
and his family is in the
neighborhood due to some
government program or
charity. She offers him a
bundle of her son's old
clothes to take home.
The child politely de
clines. It turns out he's not

Condoleeza Rice has
been the focus of criti
cism from various
media sources, even
being called "Aunt
Jemima."
poor and his comfortably
middle-class parents are
perfectly capable of buying
him everything he needs.
Embarrassed, the narrator
snaps at Boyd and angrily
leaves the kitchen. The
story ends with her son,
who sees right through his
mother, apologizing for her
behavior as the two boys
head back outside to play.
Some of the most left
leaning people are - in their

hearts - no better than
Shirley Jackson's character.
They mean well by black
people, but they see us as
creatures to be pitied and
protected rather than re
spected as equals. When a
black person challenges
that assumption, they snap
and turn nasty.
Dr. Condoleezza Rice
makes a lot of people snap.
Earlier this year, Uni
versal Press Syndicate car
toonist Ted Rail penned a
piece in which Dr. Rice
was sent to a re-education
camp so she cold be re
trained to be a real black
person. More recently, car
toonist Jeff Danzinger of
the New York Times Syn
dicate tried to top Rall.
Parodying the half-witted
slave character played by
Butterfly McQueen in the
movie "Gone With the
Wind," the cartoon shows a
barefoot and scowling Rice
tending to aluminum tubes
(representing her past as
sertions of WMD develop
ment in Iraq) made to look

like infants. Like the char
acter in the movie, Rice
says "I don't know nuthin'
about birthin' no babies."
Things got worse after
Dr. Rice was nominated to
become Secretary of State.
A radio talk show host even
went as far as to call her
"Aunt Jemima." The car
toonists began yet another
assault on her.
It's shameful.
The civil rights indus
try is fond of frantically
warning that, at any mo
ment, the clock is in danger
of being turned back to the
era of segregation. Well,
guess what? This activity
is as close to a peek into a
time machine as most
would care to get.
The ironic thing is that
if Condoleezza Rice was a
liberal she'd be among the
high holy untouchables.
Were Jocelyn Elders (even
at the height of her embar
rassing stint as surgeon
general), Alexis Herman or
Hazel O'Leary ever por
trayed by a political car

toonist in such a crude
fashion? Of course not!
Anyone who drew a car
toon such as this of a black
liberal would be fired and
promptly forgotten.
Dr. Rice's intellectual
achievements and political
acumen are unquestion
able. She's reached a ca
reer pinnacle that no other
woman - and certainly no
other black woman - has
even gotten close to in any
other presidential adminis
tration. But none of that
matters because she's con
servative.
Because she's
conservative, she's fair
game for some of the most
distasteful racial insults
outside of the Jim Crow
era.
There was a small up
roar over Danzinger's car
toon and it is no longer lo
cated among his other
works on his web site, but
no apology was issued and
it is doubtful one is com
ing.
But it is also doubtful
Dr. Rice actually cares

about this cartoon. Like
the little boy in Shirley
Jackson's story, she's not a
walking tale of woe and
doesn't need any help.
Jackson published "After
You My Dear Alphonse" in
1943. Sixty years later,
some of the so-called best,
brightest and most politi
cally correct people are still
snapping when they come
across a black person who
doesn't fit into their world
view.
Perhaps it's time for
our "friends" to do what the
woman in Jackson's story
wouldn't do - examine the
racial stereotypes that
they're still carrying around
before criticizing anyone
else.
Kimberley Jane Wilson is
a member of the National
Advisory Council of the Afri
can-American leadership net
work Project 21 and a free
lance writer in Northern Vir
ginia. Comments may be sent
to Project21 @ nationalcenter.org.

Is There Room in America’s Inn for Ray?
bv Marian Wright Edelman
Ray is a round-faced
boy of 10 who seldom
smiles. Until a year ago, he
and his mother, Jenny,
lived in an apartment in
San Jose, California. But
when Jenny, a self-em
ployed auto mechanic, be
came disabled and couldn’t
pay the rent, Jenny and Ray
were evicted. "We had to
sleep by the freeway in the
bushes," Ray explains
solemnly. "We had a tent."
Now Ray and Jenny live in
a shelter for homeless fam
ilies. When he is asked
about his hopes for the
future, Ray says he would
like to stay in one place and
have a friend to play with.
He ends his response by
saying, "...if I ever get
there."
"What do you mean?"
he is asked. "Like I say,"
Ray says in a flat voice,
"tomorrow may never
come."
Ray is just one of the
13 million poor children in
America. A majority of
them live in working fami
lies. Every year about one

million of them experience
homelessness like Ray.
Millions of other families
are forced to put their chil
dren’s well-being at risk by
forgoing food, health care,
child care and other basic
necessities in order to pay
rent. The national mini
mum wage is $5.15 an
hour, $858.33 a month and
$10,300 a year for a family
of four. The national aver
age fair market rent is $735
a month. This is 86 percent
of a minimum wage work
er’s earnings. As the sup
ply of affordable, low-rent
housing
continues
to
decline, as waiting lists for
subsidized housing vouch
ers keep growing and as
threats of cutbacks in
Section 8 housing vouchers
continue, housing insecuri
ty grows for millions of
families. It is just one of
many serious dangers poor
children face every day.
It’s time for our nation
to reexamine the big holes
in oar
children and families, mil
lions of whom are falling
through the cracks. As the

1996 welfare law is debat
ed and reauthorized in
2005, our political leaders
and all of us need to ask
what our goals are. Are we
just trying to reduce wel
fare caseloads that have
been dropping rapidly or
are we also trying to reduce
poverty among children
that has been increasing for
the last three years? Are
our welfare, budget, and
tax choices making it hard
er or easier for families
who’ve lost jobs, or haven’t
been able to find jobs in the
current economy, or are
working every day in low
wage jobs which keep them
poor? Do we need to raise
the
minimum
wage,
expand low income tax
credits, and unemployment
benefits? Was it right to
give more tax breaks to
rich corporations and indi
viduals this year when mil
lions of poor children and
working families face
housing and food insecuri
ty?
Two thousand years
ago, another struggling
family had no home and

was forced into make-shift,
unthinkable circumstances
for a child. Stable. Man
ger. Animals. In this sea
son when many Americans
relive the story of the birth
of the poor baby Jesus,
what does that baby’s life
and message require us to
do for poor homeless chil
dren like Ray today?
I share often a story I
heard about the best ser
mon my friend, the Rev.
William Sloane Coffin Jr.,
never preached. It was
Christmas Eve and the
pews at New York City’s
Riverside Church were
packed. The Christmas pa
geant was underway and
had come to the point when
the innkeeper was to turn
Mary and Joseph away
with the resounding line,
"There’s no room at the
inn!" The innkeeper role
seemed the perfect part for
Tim, an earnest youth with
Down Syndrome. Only
one line to remember:
"There’s no room at the
inn!" Tim practiced it over
and over with his parents
and the pageant director.

So as Tim stood at
Riverside Church’s altar,
bathrobe costume firmly
belted over his broad stom
ach, and as Mary and
Joseph made their way
down the aisle and asked if
there was a room in the inn,
Tim’s parents, the pageant
director, and the whole
congregation waited for
Tim’s rehearsed reply.
"There’s no room at the
inn!" Tim boomed out.
But, as Mary and Joseph
turned away, Tim suddenly
yelled, "Wait!" They turned
back, startled, to hear Tim
say, "But you can stay at
my house!"
Well, since Tim had
effectively preached the
Christmas story at River
side Church that Christmas
Eve, Bill Coffin strode to
the pulpit, said "Amen,"
and sat down. It was the
best sermon he never
preached.
America and people of
all faiths, when will we
stop saying to any of our
children, "There’s no room
at the inn"? When will we,
like Tim, say to children

like Ray, you can stay at
my house, or have a room
in our big rich national
house? When will we raise
a mighty voice and insist
our leaders ensure safe, sta
ble housing for every child
and family? When will we,
blessed by God to live in
the wealthiest nation on
earth, make a commitment
to end the shameful child
poverty that afflicts 13 mil
lion children?
As our political leaders
put forth budget and tax
choices in 2005, I hope
every citizen and person of
faith will make sure that
poor, homeless children
like Ray are not left be
hind.
Marian Wright Edelman
is President and Founder oj
the Children's Defense Fund
and its Action movement
strives to ensure every child
a“ Council whose Leave No
Child Behind Healthy Start, a
Head Start, a Fair Start, c
Safe Start, and a Moral Stan
in life and successful passage
to adulthood with the help oj
caring families and communi
ties.
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
Sarasota County Flu
Shot Update ----------, Sarasota
County
Health Department offi
cials announce additional
opportunities for adult flu
shots for the public this
week provided by their Flu
and Pneumonia Coalition
partners, Maxim Health
Services and Sarasota
Healthcare Services. There
are no appointments for
these three flu shot clinics.
A doctor’s note is required
'confirming the reason for
your "high risk" status for
those under age 65.
Thursday, Dec. 16;
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. (Num
bers will be issued. Num
bers and forms can be
picked up at the Whisper
ing Sands Retirement
Community office).
Whispering Sands Re
tirement Community, 1225
Avenida Del Circo, Venice.
Flu shot provider: Maxim
Healthcare Services
• Friday, Dec. 17; 11
a.m.
Elks Lodge, 401 North
Indiana Avenue, Engle
wood. Flu shot provider:
Sarasota Healthcare Ser
vices
• Saturday, Dec. 18
Elks Lodge, 3900 N.
Lockwood Ridge Rd.,
Sarasota. Important: 10
a.m. - those whose last
names begin with A
through L
11 a.m. - those whose
last names begin with M

through Z. Flu shot pro
vider: Sarasota Healthcare
Services
If you need or prefer to
have an appointment for a
flu shot, please call coali
tion partner, Optima Health
Services who is still pro
viding shots by appoint
ment only. That number is
(941) 747-1585. Residents
are encouraged to persist
in calling the number if
don’t get through initially
since that office has been
receiving hundreds of
calls daily.
The cost is $20 for flu
and $35 for pneumonia
shots. Cash or Medicare B
is accepted. Present your
Medicare B card to get the
shot at no charge.
Local health officials
expect additional adult flu
vaccine in January. Resi
dents are reminded that the
flu season peaks in Feb
ruary so it’s not too late to
get a flu shot in January or
February.
The Sarasota County
Health Department has fed
erally-funded flu vaccine
available free for high risk
children at the Ringling,
Venice and North Port
sites. Children under age
nine who are receiving
influenza vaccine for the
first time need to have a
second dose at least one
month after the first one.
Since days and hours vary

WIC and Nutrition
Office Closed for
Renovations-------The Sarasota County
Health Department’s WIC
and Nutrition office locat
ed at their Children’s
Health Center, 1750 -17th
St. in Sarasota, is closed
for renovations until fur
ther notice. The other
Children’s Health Center
clinic services remain open
and are unaffected by the
renovations to the WIC
and Nutrition offices. Cli
ents are advised that WIC
and Nutrition services are
available only through the
Sarasota County Health
and Human Services Cen
ter located at 2200 Ring
ling Blvd. in Sarasota and
at the health department’s
Venice site located at the
South County Resource
Center campus, 7820 S.
Tamiami Trail, until con
struction is completed.
The WIC program
serves low to moderate inby location, parents are
advised to call first. Tele
phone numbers are as fol
lows: Ringling Boulevard
location in Sarasota, (941)
861-2784; Venice site (941)
861-3300 and North Port
location (941) 548-0100.
The health department
has also received more than
3,000 doses of pediatric flu
vaccine for physicians to
purchase for their private

Holiday Decor
Requires Fire Safety
Precautions-------------

Tis the season for fires
related to Christmas trees
and candles. The Sarasota
County Fire Department
reminds citizens
that
Christmas tree-related fires
cause deaths, injuries and
millions of dollars in prop
erty damage nationwide,
mostly attributable to elec
trical arcing in lights, cords
and plugs.
Sarasota County has
had 40 Christmas tree and
candle-related fires in the
past three holiday seasons,
Fire Chief Brian Gorski
said, totaling $240,970 in
property losses. To prevent
holiday fires, Gorski offers
the following safety tips:
• Use safety-tested and
appropriate tree lights—
indoor or outdoor.
• Never use electric
lights on a metal tree.
• Never use lights with
worn, frayed or broken
cords or loose bulb connec
pay high risk pediatric tions.
•
Always
unplug
patients. Physicians are ad
vised to call (941) 8612784 if they wish to pur for the influenza vaccine, it
can help shield against
chase this vaccine.
State and local public complications of the flu.
health officials remind peo There is no shortage of
ple of these simple steps pneumonia vaccine.
• Ask your doctor if it
that can be taken to protect
against flu and flu-related is appropriate for you to
receive the pneumonia vac
complications.
• Although pneumonia cine.
• Cover your nose and
vaccine is not a substitute

come women who are
pregnant, breastfeeding or
postpartum, infants and
children under five years
of age. The program pro
vides a combination of
supplemental foods, nutri
tion counseling and educa
tion, breastfeeding promo
tion and support, and refer
rals to health and social
services. The number of
new clients enrolled in the
program continues to in
crease necessitating the
renovation of the existing
facility at 17th Street.
County health officials
look forward to being able
to serve a larger number of
clients more efficiently
when the renovation is
completed.
For more information,
please call the health de
partment’s Ringling Bou
levard WIC and Nutrition
office at (941) 861-2929.

Christmas
tree lights
before leaving home or
going to sleep.
• Never use candles to
decorate a tree.
• Keep live trees as
moist as possible by giving
them plenty of water daily.
Do not purchase a tree that
is dry or dropping needles.
• When purchasing an
artificial tree, be sure it is
labeled as fire-retardant.
• Make sure the tree is
at least three feet away
from any heat source and
try to position it near an
outlet so that cords are not
running long distances. Do
not place the tree where it
may block exits.
• Safely dispose of the
tree when it begins drop
ping needles. Dried-out
trees are highly flammable
and should not be left in a
house or garage, or placed
against the house.
• Extinguish all can
dles when leaving the room
or going to sleep.
mouth with a tissue when
you cough or sneeze. Dis
pose Of used tissues.
• Clean hands often
with soap and water, or an
alcohol-based hand clean
ser.
• Stay home when you
are sick.
• Avoid close contact

Government Closes
for Christmas Holiday
All Sarasota County
Government offices, inc
luding libraries and recre
ation centers, will be
closed Thursday, Dec. 23,
Friday, Dec. 24, and Satur
day, Dec. 25, for the
Christmas holiday.
Libraries will reopen
on Sunday, Dec. 26 (Selby
Public Library and Venice
Public Library only). All
other county offices, in
cluding all other library
locations, will reopen
Monday, Dec. 27.
Bus service will be on
normal schedule for Fri
day, Dec. 24; however,
• Keep candles away
from items that can catch
fire and use candle holders
that are sturdy, won’t tip
over easily and made from
a material that can’t burn.
• Don’t place lit can
dles in window's, where
blinds and curtains can
close over them.
• Keep candles and all
open flames away from
flammable liquids.

service will not be offered
by Sarasota County Area
Transit (SCAT), on Satur
day, Dec. 25. Full bus service will resume ivionocly,

Dec. 27. For more information on the Christmas
holiday bus schedule, call
SCAT at (941) 861-1234.
The garbage, recyclables and yard waste collec
tion schedule for Sarasota
County residents is un
changed for the Christmas
holiday since Dec. 25 falls
on a Saturday and collec
tion days are now Monday
through Friday only.

Make sure your home
is equipped with working
smoke alarms and fire
extinguishers that bear the
UL mark. Smoke alarms
should be installed, tested
and maintained in accor
dance with the manufactur
er’s instructions. If you
didn’t change the batteries
in your smoke alarm in the
fall, do it now

with people who are sick these websites: www.se
and avoid crowded, areas gov.net or www.findsarawhere people are likely to sota.com.
be coughing and sneezing.
For more information
about flu shot 'availability,
call the Sarasota County
Health Department’s Flu
Information Line at (941)
861-2800 or visit .any of

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Dr. Cobb Speaks for Z-HOPE
Breakfast ------------------- -----------ST. PETERSBURG According fo the propo
nents' of Zeta's Z-Hope pro
gram, which targets the
condition of the mind,
body and spirit, every per
son needs to focus on a
health game plan in order
to remain healthy through
out his lifetime. To help
their friends with that task,
the. members of the St.
Petersburg chapter pf Zeta
,Phi Beta Sorority invited
Dr, Carol Ann Cobb as the
speaker at their annual
Holiday Breakfast. The
breakfast will be at 9 a.m.
on Saturday, Dec. 18, at the
St, Petersburg Country
Club (2000 Country Club

Dr. Carol Cobb, guest
speaker
Way S.).
Cobb, a Boston Uni
versity Medical School
graduate, has been practic
ing in the Tampa Bay area
since 1997.
She has

worked in the Bayfront
Convenient Care Clinics
and she has been an emer
gency room physician at
Edward White Hospital.
Her specialty is internal
medicine with emphasis ton
holistic health practices.
Cobb opened the Sankofa
Clinic in 1999 and is on the
admitting staffs of Bayfront Medical Center and
Edward White Hospital.
The Sankofa Clinic, is
located at 1700 - 22nd St.
S.
For tickets or further
information about
the
breakfast, please call
Paulette Jones at (727)
827-0397.

Opportunities Available with
the Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program---------------• First Night Volun
teers — Volunteers are
needed to assist with the
12th annual celebration of
the New Year in downtown
St. Petersburg. Areas of
need: check and sell ad
mission buttons, assist with
activities, and hand out
information. All volunteers
work a 3-hour shift and
receive a First Night t-shirt
and a First Night button
which allow entrance to all
First Night Performances.
• Greater Largo Li
brary Foundation

Volunteers are needed in
detailed planning, coordi
nating, telephoning, and
mailings for the grand
opening of the new Largo
Library, June, 2005. Your
help is needed for this
event.
• Hospice of Florida Volunteers are needed as
greeters, clerical aides, for
the new office to open.
• Day star - Volunteers
are needed for data input,
interviewing, sorting dona
tions, donation pick-up,
and more.

• Faith in Action of
Upper Pinellas - Volun
teers are needed to help the
elderly and disabled per
sons remain in their homes
by providing transportation
to medical appointments
and grocery shopping, tight
housekeeping, yard work,
and personal services.
• Gulf Coast Com
munity Care - Volunteers
are needed for the Adopt A
Grandchild Program. Vol
unteers are mentors, for
children in need of special
attention and support. For-

SPC Wins Could
Prove to be Season
Turnarounds --------ST. PETERSBURG St Petersburg College’s
basketball teams are hope
ful that wins over the past
weekend will prove piv
otal, with the men ending a
losing streak and the wo
men showing their sudden
rash of victories to be no
fluke.
Coach Earnest Crumbley’s Titans just missed
defeating
Miami-Dade
College in the final sec
onds on the road Friday,
losing 62-59. But the next
night, playing at Palm
Beach Community Col
lege, the men pulled out a
95-93 win and moved their
record to 4-9.
Crumbley noted that
most of SPC’s recent loss
es have been by three
points or less.
The women’s team,
coached by William "Ham
mer" Smith, continued its
sudden turnaround by win
ning its third straight game
Friday. In defeating a
tough Florida Community
mal training and work
shops are provided to vol
unteers.
For information on
these and other positions,
please call the RSVP office
at (727) 327-8690, ext. 22-

Carlton Fields Establishes
Diversity Fellowship at
Stetson Law--------

College at Jacksonville
team 58-54, the Titans
moved to 4-7. They’ve
won four of their past five
after starting the season 06.
The women have fin
ished their fall games and
will resume play on the
road Jan. 4 against FCC at
Jax. Their next home game
is their Southern Con
ference opener - Jan. 15 at
2 p.m. against Brevard CC.
The men close out
their fall schedule Friday
and Saturday in the Pan
handle as they take part in
the Florida Shootout against Chipola Junior
College, then Pensacola
JC. Suncoast Conference
play will get under way
with a Jan. 5 home game
against Pasco-Hernando
CC, starting at 7:30 p.m. in
the gym on the St.
Petersburg/Gibbs Campus
at 6605 Fifth Ave. N.
All SPC home games
are free.

GULFPORT- Carlton
Fields, P.A. has selected
third-year Stetson Univer
sity College of Law student
Gregory Redmon as the
first recipient of the Carl
ton Fields Diversity Fel
lowship Program at Stetson
Law.
The program is de
signed to provide access to
large-firm practice for one
student each academic se
mester that has experi
enced socioeconomic or
cultural barriers to legal
education. Redmon will
work about 200 hours dur
ing the spring semester
with the nationally re
nowned law firm and
receive a $5,000 stipend.
"The program will pro
vide our students with in
valuable experience and
the opportunity to develop
relationships with the firm
and its members," said
Dean Darby Dickerson.
The student’s work is
expected to be split be
tween pro bono clients and
Nexus - Paul Mitchell

Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Hires

Hairstyjling
3427 llth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

Stetson Law student
Gregory Redmon is the
fellowship’s first
recipient.
other clients of the firm.
"I view the Carlton
Fields Diversity Fellow
ship as a tremendous op
portunity for me to leam
and grow professionally
from exposure to a venera
ble and forward-thinking
law firm," Redmon said.
"My goal is to confirm the
best hopes that Carlton
Fields has for the future of
its diversity program at
Stetson University College
of Law; and other law
schools throughout the
nation. During my fellow
ship, I look forward to con
tinuing the tradition of ex
cellence for which Stetson
students are known."

The program is de
signed for Students, regard
less of race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, dis
ability, age, sexual orienta
tion, marital status or veter
an status, who have faced
challenges and are interest
ed in serving as a fellow
with the firm.
The Diversity Com
mittee at Carlton Fields
made the selection With the
assistance of Stetson’s Of
fice of Career. Services,
Who created a committee to
narrow the selection to a
list of. three to five candi
dates. Students were asked
to demonstrate, in the form
of a 500-word essay, that
they have experienced so
cioeconomic or cultural
barriers during their pursuit
of a legal education.
Located in major busi
ness centers in Florida and
the Southeast, Carlton
Fields offers a foil range Of
legal services in more than'
30 areas of law. Estab
lished in Tampa in 1901,
the firm maintains offices
in Atlanta, Miami, Or
lando, St. Petersburg, Tal
lahassee, Tampa and West
Palm Beach. Additional
information is available on
the firm’s web Site located
at www.carltohfields.com.
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TAMPA BAY AREA
THIS & THAT

by Mabel Cooper

(823-6092)
During this holiday sea
son filled with the love of

daughter Fran, Lamont
Allen and two sons, Michele

family and friends, and the

Hall, Anr’ Davis, Angela

spirit of goodwill, everyone
will be bustling a bit faster

Roberts and grands. Also,
Ernestine’s son, Franklin

and moving more frantically

Rembert IH from Atlanta,

trying to find just the right
present for those they love.
Hopefully, during the

and
three
aunts
of
Philadelphia and other rela
tives livihg in Philadelphia.

days ahead, our readers will

There were four Rembert

simmer down long enough

generations present.
Hosting this elaborate

to read my column, phone
me or mail to me those hol
iday happenings, cook-ins
and cook-outs, holiday par
ties, games of fun and frolic

get-together was the Rev.
Gertrude James Duckett,
daughter of CJ and sister of
Ernestine, in her home.

birthdate

Gertrude is a native of our

observances, and just about

town and pastor Of Sayers

and

respective

any other occasion you
might have, including visit

years: They all attended

and last but not least, parties
and happenings for a good

Thanksgiving service there

cause and after the holidays.

several other churches.
together and good eating,

if the only affair is yours. To

seeing some famous sites in
Philadelphia, they jetted
home with plenty to tell

God sees when all foot

604,

St.

way has grown too steep.

contacting
The Weekly
Challenger at (727) 896-

Then He touches the weary

2922 to get the message to

one sleep.
The family of the late

and listening to hear from

eyelids and gives His dear

Boonie D. Jackson who
passed away Nov. 12 is

***

grateful for your prayers,
sympathy and all acts of

A FAMILY

kindness extended to them

GET-TOGETHER

during their hours of
bereavement. They pray
God’s blessing on each of

you.

Teaming up with his
three daughters, grands and
a few great-grands, and fly
ing off to Philadelphia, Pa.
for a family get-together,
was Clifford “CT’ James of
30th St. and 14th Ave. S.

Ronald McDonald House
(RMH) and other local
RMHC programs that ben
efit children.
"This is a wonderful
way for our friends to
understand the needs of our

steps falter, when the path

Petersburg, Fla. 33705 or

me. All this and more at no
cost to you. I will be looking

tate increased communica
tion and activities between
the pediatric families it
serves and. the'community
it relies on for support, the
new site includes vital
information on the local

***

n That” to me at 241 - 13th
Apt.

TAMPA
BAY
Ronald McDonald House
Charities (RMHC) of
Tampa Bay launched its
website (www.rmhctampabay.com) on Monday,
Dec. 6, Designed to facili-

friends.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

St Petersburg College

you. (This comes from
daughter Tracie Jackson and
her

mother,

Beatrice

Donaldson, and family.)
***
HAPPY HOLIDAYS

The family took to the
friendly skies two days

May the joy of this

before Thanksgiving and

special season surround

returned home five days

you like a beautiful holiday

with Giannola pleaded
guilty in juvenile court and
received probation.
The first attempt to try
Giannola ended in a mistri
al in September after de
fense attorneys said prose
cutors did not disclose
some evidence - that a
friend of Hall's said he
heard Giannola utter a
racial slur against Hall. The
friend never made the alle
gation in his deposition.

Helping Preserve
Financial Security
During Uncertain Times

News
Deadline
Is 4 P.M.
Monday

RECOLLECTIONS

by Frances Pinckney

History Among the
Clutter----------------I have been getting rid

Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Tampa Bay Launches Website

other family members and

mailing your news tidbits or
notes for inclusion in “This
N„

but walked away rather
than starting a confronta
tion. He has since received
awards from Largo city
officials for the way he
handled the potentially
volatile situation.
Giannola was charged
with felony battery. Pro
secutors needed fo con
vince the jury the act was
fueled by prejudice for the
state's enhanced hate crime;
penalties to be applied to
the case.
The teehs who were

After a rewarding get-

I promise to write it as

St.

sentencing. He had been
free on bond, and a misde
meanor usually carries
only probation for a defen
dant with no prior record.
Giannola was accused
of draping a noose around
the neck of Dionte Hall,
15, in January at a Wendy's
restaurant in Largo, west of
Tampa. He claimed he did
so because another young
ster, whose father is black*
bet him $10 he wouldn't do
it.
Hall said he was angry,

and community services at

I believe I covered them all.

reality, you may reach me
by dialing my phone num
ber, (727) 823-6092, or

CLEARWATER (AP)
- A white man accused of
draping a noose around the
shoulders of a black teen
ager was convicted last
Wednesday of misdemea
nor battery. The jury de
clined to return a felony
verdict that would have
labeled the offense a hate
crime.
Circuit Judge Tim
Peters, however, surprised
the courtroom by sending
Louis J: Giannola IV, 20, to
jail pending his Jan. 10

United Methodist Church in
Philadelphia for the past 15

ing relatives and friends,

make any of these offers a

White Man Convicted of Draping
Noose Around Black Teen, But Jury
Finds No Hate Crime-------------------------

families and direct their
efforts towards meeting
those needs," explained
RMHC of Tampa Bay
Executive Director Janice
Davis-Petrik. "Our hope is
that those interested in vol
unteering, donating goods
and services or supporting
the Houses in some way
will find all the informa
tion' they need to help them
make an informed deci
sion."
The, site provides de
tails on all three Tampa
Bay Houses, two in St.
Petersburg and one ih
Tampa. Directions, details
On services provided and
links to local pediatric hos
pitals have been set up to
make the visiting families
with hospitalized children
feel more comfortable in a
stressful time of their lives.
Visitors to the website
will find photos of families
and children, volunteers and
participants at its fundrais
ing events. .Documents such
as
the
Volunteer
Application, current annual
report; newsletters and press
releases are available in for
mats that can be down
loaded and printed.
"We hope that visitors
will return to the site often
to see new photos and find
updated information" says
Davis-Petrik.
For more information
on supporting pediatric
families .staying at the
Ronald McDonald House,
contact Executive Director
Janice Davis-Petrik at
(813) 258-6430.

of old newspaper clippings,
pamphlets- an assortment of
stuff that filled the drawers
of my desk for years. I was
amazed to find a booklet
about the Berlin Wall which
was constructed in August
1961.
My

husband,

SFC

the rights to Western access.
In the margin of the
page about the Vice Presi
dent’s arrival in Berlin; there
is a note I made: "Dallas is
responsible
for
Honor
Guards. A colonel had a
problem with the number of
black Honor Guards on the
parade field.

Gave Dallas

were there during this histo

an order to get move whites
on the field to perform iti (he

ry-making event. I was very

parade

young and trying to adjust
to military life. In the first

President Racism raging!"

place, it was sort of surreal
for me from a small rural

ately put a disproportionate

community to be living here
in this big historical city. In

Guards on the field, He was

spite of the infamous reign
of Hitler and this plight of
shutting the door of freedom

short notice who were ready

of the people of eastern and

was able to get enough

western Berlin I was excited

white Honor Guards to
please the colonel. I wrote a
scathing letter to the Editor

Dallas A. Pinckney, and I

to be there.
I also found a pamphlet
featuring the beautiful
Saronis Hotel in Athens,
Greece, where we stayed
during our tour of duty
there. I found this beautiful
country on the Mediter

for

the

Vice

Dallas did not deliber
number of Black Honor
able to contact these men on
with pressed uniforms and
shined boots. However, he

of the Army post regarding
this display of racism - did
my little bit for the ongoing
civil rights movement in the
good old USA.

ranean Sea awesome. I have

Living among the Ger
man people while waiting

pictures that were taken at

on government housing was

the Acropolis and several
beautiful islands of Greece,

quite an experience. I found

Our tour of duty in
Germany ended in 1962 -

the women very cool and
critical toward American
women.

I talked to one

the pamphlet has been a

young woman, a girlfriend

keepsake for 42 years! The

of one of the Honor Guards
to ask about her critique;

Athens, Greece tour of duty
ended in 1966. I kept that
pamphlet for 37 years!
I quote from the pam
phlet: "Early on Aug. 13,

She said, "I’m not talking
about you"-1 guess being an
African American did not
count.

1961, under cover of heavy

Berlin, Germany and

tanks, armed people’s police

the other cities I visited

and soldiers of the People's

were very clean, no slums or

Army sealed off the sector

run down homes. Even the

and Zonal borders. West
Berlin with concrete barri

forest behind the housing

ers and barbed wire fences."
All military personnel were

- no fallen limbs on the

where we lived was so clean

restricted to the Army post.

ground like my woods back
home where one could pick

later. Their way of travel

wreath.

Army wives kept in close

up firewood. After walking

was by way of South West

May the love of those you

contact fearing (hat we

through that forest I finally

hold dear flow over you

would be sent back to the

found out what Henry Van

states.

Dyke meant in his American

Air.

like a gentle snowfall:

There was about 25
family members and local

And may the delight that a

friends in the gathering at
any given time. Jetting in

child finds in this wonderful

from St. Pete, including CJ,

time of year be yours the
whole year through!

were his oldest daughter

Merrily yours,

Ernestine J. Rembert, her

STAY LOOSE!

lean

ance

“Cfc lcan
-'Jjj coach
c,

if

The truth is, a little of your time can make a lifetime
ol difference. Because kids with something to do
are less likely to do drugs. m can help. For more
information on drug prevention programs in your
community, call or visit:

Y

Every day,
someone with s
mental health problem:

pops The question

More than 125 years of serving our
clients when they need us most.

Earns a promotion

18,

1961,

For Me poem; "I like the

barbed wire was replaced by

German Firwoods in green

the Construction of a com

battalion drill." Those trees

crete wall.

appeared to be ready to

On Aug. 19, 1961,
United States Vice President

march off to war.

Lyndon B. Johnson arrived

pamphlet about the Berlin

in Berlin.

He addressed

wall. It’s a bit of history I

300,000 Berliners from the
Town Hall steps. His mes

want to hold onto especially
since I was there during this

I’ve decided to keep the

sage was an assurance to

event of history in the mak

West Berliners that Presi

ing, and lived to see the wall

The Prudential Insurance Company

dent John F. Kennedy and

come down on Nov. 9 1989.

of America
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HEALTH
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues

Williams
from front page
position of Superintendent
of Area II Schools. It was
here that he served the
Pinellas County Schools
System from 1996 until his
retirement.
All during his time of
dedicated
service,
William’s
accomplish
ments were many. A couple
of his most important ac
complishments were the
Saturday School Program
alternative to suspension in
Pinellas County, and the
STEP (Students Targeted
for Educational Perform
ance) Program, which
placed minority students
into advanced classes. This
special program has since
been expanded to all
schools. An honor be

stowed upon Williams in
1996 was his selection, as
one of 12 individuals in the
entire nation, to participate
in the 1996-97 Superinten
dent’s Prepared Program.
This program is a leader
ship development program
that prepares its partici
pants to lead urban area
school districts.
Patricia Wright provid
ed the audience with a trib
ute to Williams in song,
and Linda Lerner, Jade
Moore, and City Council
man Ernest Williams ex
pressed words of tribute. In
addition, a letter paying
tribute to Williams from
Dr. Howard Hinesley, re
cently retired Superinten
dent of Pinellas County
Schools was read. There
was a beautiful musical
performance by the Gibbs

High School Gospel Choir,
directed by Dr. Cody L.
Clark, Fine Arts Counselor,
Pinellas County Center for
the Arts at Gibbs High
School. An additional high
light of the afternoon was a
bonus tribute in song by
Lady Gladezz. Lady Gladezz formerly recorded with
Ray Charles and the Raylets, and also the R&B
vocal group the Marvelettes. She is now a student
at Bethune-Cookman Col
lege.
During the luncheon,
Barbara Robinson, a close
friend of Williams shared
her feelings with this Cor
respondent. Robinson is a
Pinellas County teacher of
mathematics at John Hop
kins Middle School. She
says that she first met
Williams through his moth
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er-in-law Lucille Sims in
1990, who was like a surro
gate mother to her. When
Sims passed away years
later, Williams and his fam
ily took to Robinson as a
family member. At the
time, she had no interest in
a career in education, but
because of Williams, she
earned a college degree in
Education. She is now
working on a Masters De
gree in Education, and has
hopes of becoming an ad
ministrator in the near
future. She says he has
been a main influence in
her life, and all that he told
her about the rewards of
teaching have come true.
Now, she in turn is working
at bringing someone else
into the field of Education
and guiding them through
their ups and downs.

5

The luncheon ended
after Williams provided re
marks. He thanked every
one for attending the lun
cheon and expressed his
sincere gratitude to those
who provided him with
support during his career. It
is obvious that Williams
has acquired a host of
friends, and accumulated
many fond memories. The
Weekly Challenger extends
sincere congratulations on
your retirement!
******
“Two are better than
one; because they have a
good reward for their
labour. For if they fall, the
one will lift up his fellow:
but woe to him that is alone
when he falleth; for he hath
not another to help him
up.“ (Ecclesiastes 4:9,10.)

Job Search Tips for the Holidays
WorkNet Pinellas offers tips on job search strategies
CLEARWATER - The
holiday season offers time
for reflection and resolu
tions and thoughts about
family and future as we cel
ebrate religious festivals
and start a new year. For
people seeking employ
ment or concerned about
company downsizing, the
season can be filled with
great uncertainty. WorkNet
Pinellas urges people chal
lenged by unemployment
or facing an uncertain fu
ture to understand that
training and employment
opportunities can be found
during the season.
"These tips are meant
to encourage people to con
tinue their job search
efforts through the holiday
season and offer ways to
assist with the difficult
challenges of being unem
ployed," said Ed Peachey,
WorkNet Pinellas executive
director. "We understand
that being unemployed is
difficult no matter the time
of year - but especially
during the holidays. It’s
important for people not to
give up looking for
employment during the
holidays. We encourage
people to use our eight One
Stop Centers for job search
assistance and other servic
es."
The following are
some guidelines to help job
seekers continue to be dili
gent in their search activi
ties.
1. Some businesses hire
part-time to fill positions
created by holiday vaca
tions or to meet year-end
demand from customers.
Part-time work is better
than no work at all. Parttime work adds to your
unemployment credits and
is an excellent way to show
your talents to a pro
spective employer. Because
of the complexity of hiring

full time personnel, some
companies hire part-time
employees to evaluate how
a person fits in and meets
their expectations.
2. Don’t put off apply
ing for full time work dur
ing the holiday season.
Companies operating on a
calendar year budget will
make decisions about per
sonnel. Make sure your
application and resume are
there for employers when
they consider hiring new
people.
3. Exploit the season by
attending parties or gath
erings and networking
yourself with people who
might know of job open
ings. Many times your best
source for job openings is
friends and acquaintances
with insider knowledge
about good jobs currently
open or that companies will
post in the future. While it’s
difficult to admit to being
unemployed to friends and
family, these people are
essential to your personal
marketing network. They
will keep their eyes open
for potential opportunities
for you.
4. Don’t complicate
your situation by over
spending during the holi
days. Try to avoid debt and
cut expenses. Renew your
relationship with family
and friends. Many wealthy,
successful people look
back to tight financial
times, when they were
forced to focus on friend
ship, as some of the best,
most meaningful moments
in their lives.
5. Seek help from
WorkNet Pinellas for job
counseling and financial
assistance. Use the pro
grams that provide finan
cial help to meet your basic
needs while you explore
the services available to
you through job training to

package or improve your
skills to locate a new job.
You have access to these
services at no cost to you.
(Eligibility requirements
apply.)
6. Understand that job
loss, unemployment and
job seeking are stressful sit
uations. Acknowledge this
fact and understand that
you are not alone. Many
people are experiencing
this same situation or have
gone through periods of job
seeking. There is some
truth to the statement that
the hardest job of all is
finding a good job. Avoid
bad habits - don’t get into
drugs or alcohol. Get your
self in shape, focus on your
health and enjoy the extra
time you have to do things
for your family. Keep a
positive attitude. Today’s
new education and training
opportunity can become
tomorrow’s job.
7. Get organized. Write
and design a new resume.
Customize a few resumes
to highlight specific career
tracks where you have
good skills. Be methodical
about your job search.
WorkNet Pinellas has
excellent resume writing
software and can provide
you with helpful tips and
suggestions to make sure
you are approaching your
job search in a profession
al, effective and efficient
manner. Post your resume
online. Use any of our One
Stop resource rooms.
Again, there is no cost for
using WorkNet Pinellas’
job search services.
8. Decrease tension at
home. Money issues and
employment problems rate
highly on the stress scale. If
you have a friend or family
member who is unem
ployed, be supportive and
helpful. Now is not the time
to be argumentative or to

information about listing your job openblame someone or yourself today if you are looking for employment or are seeking additional
for
your
situation.
Kindness, sympathy and
compassion for people who
are going through a tempo
rary period of unemploy
ment will be rewarded
when your significant other
lands that good job. Sooner
than you think people will
be complaining about all
the time you’re spending at
work.
9. Be positive and be
patient. Bringing a positive
attitude to your job search
and interviews will help
you be successful. Patience
goes a long way too understand that it takes
time for your resume and
cover letter to be routed to
the appropriate person or
department. Be courteous
and understanding when
you follow up with poten
tial employers - your atti
tude on the phone may be
the deciding factor in get
ting ata interview or job
offer. "Thank You’s" go a
long way both before and
after the interview.
10. Use the staffing
industries. More and more
employers are using "con
tingent workers," especial
ly during time of economic
recovery and uncertainty.
Employers often use tem
porary help agencies as
recruitment and screening
strategies. These jobs often
turn into full time, regular
employment and even if
they don’t, the experience
can yield another positive
employer recommendation.
‘TOP
WorkNet Pinellas also pro
vides linkages with the
staffing industry.
WorkNet Pinellas has
eight One Stop Centers to
ASK ABOUT OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICE GUARANTEE
help you find the services
1.800. GO DEPOT
officedepot.com
1.800.GO DEPOT
©
you need to get and keep a
(1.800.463.3768) to
AOL keyword:
(1.800.463.3768)
locate a store near you
job. If you are a business,
COME BY
CLICK officedepot
CALL fax: 1.800.685.5010
we can help you find the
s and offers
Prices and offers good 12/16/04 through 12/22/04 (unless otherwise noted). Seme
right employee at no cost to
may be available In store only. Quantities limited to in-stock Items
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The Perfect Christmas
Gift - ‘The Chocolate
Nutcracker’--------------Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
Last weekend, a spec
tacular production of a
modem version of The
Nutcracker was presented
at Ruth Eckerd Hall in
Clearwater. Enjoying its
seventh year of production,
The Chocolate Nutcracker
was truly magnificent,
splendid, fantastic, breath
taking, brilliant, unforget

table, great, or to put it sim
ply ... just out of this
world.
These are adjectives I
believe are necessary to
describe this special pro
duction of The Chocolate
Nutcracker, in order to give
those who have yet to see it
an honest picture of what
they are missing. This was
my very first time seeing it;

however, it definitely will
not be my last. In this cor
respondent’s opinion, it is a
production you can see
every year, and never get
tired of it. It has musical
gifts for everyone, includ
ing outstanding dance per
formances to the beat of
gospel, hip-hop, funk,
Latin, African, jazz and
pop.
During the two acts of
the musical presentation,
the audience was taken on
a mystical and dreamlike
journey beginning with an
annual Christmas party at
our heroine Claire’s home
in early 1950’s Harlem.
Opening with the musical
overture of Duke Elling
ton’s Nutcracker Suite, the
first few scenes gave and
built on Christmas spirit
with friends and family.
Children were running and

dancing, laughing and nutcracker on a "starflight"
chattering the way little around the world. The
children do. Slowly, but audience accompanies her
most gracefully, they began on this magnificent journey
a dance number with sever to far away places, along
al little girls out in front. I with the Dream Princess
couldn’t help but notice and Prince. We watch as
one very young girl, who Claire experiences adven
looked to be no more than tures in such places as New
7 or 8 years old getting into York’s Harlem, West Afri
the heat of the moment. ca, Egypt and Brazil, and
My immediate thought then dances in magical set
while watching her dance tings such as "The Rain
was that her future was def Forest," "The Snake Pit,"
initely headed towards one "The Land of Funk" and
day dancing under the "Land of Jazz." We get to
bright lights of New York’s see some fine tap dancing
Broadway. In fact, most of performed by an ensemble
the boys and girls appeared of great dancers that was
to be seasoned profession quite exciting. In addition
als. It was at this time, I to tap, other great dance
knew that I was about to numbers embracing jazz,
experience and enjoy a fan funk, hip-hop, break danc
ing and ballet are all part of
tastic show.
Our heroine’s dream this marvelous event.
During the high-pow
on that crisp winter Christ
mas Eve takes her and her ered African dance se

HUD

There Is A Reason To Read
The Weekly Challenger!

JOb, family, aging parents.

There’s a lot on your plate
these days.
On top of everything else, you realize
your parents could use a little extra
help. But this is new territory. Where
do you begin? We’re here to help you
find local resources, support services,
and solutions that work for your
folks—and for you. Call our toll-free
number and talk to a real person. Or
visit www.eldercare.gov.

There’s a way for older Americans
and Caregivers to find help.

1-800-677-1116
www.eldercare.gOV
A public service of the
[f.S, Administration on Aging

ELDER
CARE

LOCATOR

areas where there currently
is no existing fair housing
from front page
organization, or are other
under federal, state and wise under-served.
In Florida, local grant
local fair housing laws.
recipients
include:
About $500,000 of the
• Education and Ou
grant money, which went to
seven groups, is specifical treach Initiative/Disability
ly going to programs that Component Boley Centers
have a special focus on the for Behavioral Healthcare
fair housing needs of per $90,922 (St. Petersburg)
The Boley Centers for
sons with disabilities;' so
that housing providers, the Behavioral Health Care
general public, and persons (Boley) provide education
with disabilities themselves and outreach services to
better understand their individuals with disabili
ties. This 12-month project
rights and obligations.
• Fair Housing Organi will serve 400 Pinellas
zations Initiative - About County residents, by offer
$2.1 million was awarded ing them client-specific
for three-year grants of workshops, for example,
about $1 million for proj ones targeted to individuals
ects that serve rural and with mental illness or visu
immigrant populations in al impairments, along with

information dissemination
about enforcement rights
and fair housing laws.
Reading level-appropriate
material and a web site will
be developed under the
leadership of staff that has
served the agency for more
than 25 years. With part
ners including the Watson
Center for the Blind and
Visually Impaired and Gulf
Coast Jewish
Family
Services, Inc., Boley will
oversee several activities,
for example, complaint
referrals and tester training.
• Private Enforcement
Initiative Bay Area Legal
Services,
Inc.
$152,701.60 (Tampa)
Bay Area Legal Ser
vices, Inc. will engage in a
variety of outreach, educa

quence, Kiesha Shaw stole
the show with her hula skirt
dance. I’m not going to
give any details, so you’ve
got to see it for yourself.
Trust me, the audience got
its money’s worth just from
that one dance. It was a lot
of fun for all.
Gospel lovers were
mesmerized both by sight
and sound when the voice
of Roberta Flack begins to
sing the melody of "I Told
Jesus" and the dancers
gracefully execute their
routines. Jazz fans hum
med and tapped their feet
in time with the jazz musi
cians performing on alto
saxophone and upright
bass. They musically of
fered the genius of Charlie
Parker and Thelonious
Monk with the upbeat
"straight - ahead" bebop
tunes "Billie’s Bounce,"

tional, and training activi
ties in efforts to enforce fair
housing laws and to pro
mote the availability of
affordable housing on be
half of housing discrimina
tion victims in Tampa and
Hillsborough counties. The
organization will achieve
this through various activi
ties, such as: recruiting and
training 20 testers to con
duct rental and lending
tests; providing fair hous
ing enforcement training to
30 staff persons, volun
teers, and board members;
offering education about
fair housing rights to pro
tected classes and under
served populations; and
working with grassroots,
faith-based, and other com
munity-based organiza

Professional Hair Care Products

DESIGNS

You Can Find These Products At These Locations:

BYDESIQN™

ESSENTIALS'"

Affair
321-6802
Today's HAlR
323-9445
Angela's HAlR Safar!
323-4840
C & C HAlR DESlGN
447-3090
CARLA'S HAlR

WAVES

Total Perfection
321-5545
L'orkel's HAlR DESlGN
327-3354
Robert's Hair Salon
866-7070

Za-Lavar's
321-1930
Center Stage UNISEX Salon
327-4074
A PREClOUS Touch
321- 8146
Meme's Beauty
322- 1712

"Scrapple From The Ap
ple," and "Round Mid
night." As a jazz aficiona
do, I did not want the jazz
scene to end. But it did;
however, it led into more
upbeat excitement with the
drum sounds of Brazil and
its annual Carnival celebra
tion. Wow! What a won
derful production present
ed by Laverne Reed, artis
tic director/writer/ Choreo
grapher. It’s my under
standing that there were
417 cast members whose
ages ranged from 5 to 18
performing in this wonder
ful production. Neverthe
less, my question of the
night was: How do you get
so many people to do so
many things, and make it
all look so good?
During this correspon
dent’s years, I’ve had the
pleasure to see and hear

offerings of several very
popular on and off-Broadway shows during my time.
I’ve enjoyed plays and
musicals such as Sammy
Davis and Lola Falana in
"Golden Boy," "Blues for
Mr. Charlie" and Imiri
Baraka’s "Flying Dutch
man," and I emphatically
say that The Chocolate
Nutcracker stands along
side them all. You can
count on my being in the
audience next year. I sug
gest to you dear readers,
that if you’re looking for
the perfect holiday gift,
you won’t go wrong with a
ticket to see The Chocolate
Nutcracker ... it’s the way
to go! Wishing you all a
very Merry Christmas!

tions in HUD programs.
Efforts will be targeted to
underserved populations,
including persons with dis
abilities, racial and ethnic
minorities, and persons
with limited English profi
ciency.
Other Florida recipi
ents included: the Educa
tion and Outreach Initiative/Homeownership Com
ponent - Mid-Florida
Housing Partnership, Inc. $50,000 (Daytona Beach);
Private Enforcement Initia
tive - Jacksonville Area Le
gal Aid, Inc. - $219,868
(Jacksonville), and the
Private Enforcement Initia
tive - Housing Opportuni
ties Project for Excellence,
Inc. - $220,000 (Miami).
The 106 winners were
chosen based on the sound
ness of approach, the extent
of the problem, the capaci
ty and experience of the
applicant, demonstration of
results, program evalua
tion, and the leveraging of
other resources. A list and
descriptions of all grants
are on the HUD website at
www.hud.gov.
Florida
applicants placed sixth out
of forty four.
Additionally, some of
the grants will address
sophisticated and subtle

forms of discrimination
through paired testing as
well as other investigative
tools. HUD gave special
emphasis to grant applica
tions that target under
served populations, such as
rural residents and immi
grants, especially nonEnglish speaking racial and
ethnic minorities.
The Fair Housing Act
bars housing discrimina
tion on the basis of race,
color, religion, sex, disabil
ity, family status and na
tional origin. The Act cov
ers the sale, rental, fi
nancing and advertising of
almost all housing in the
nation. Fair housing inves
tigations are conducted by
HUD investigators, state
and city agencies working
with HUD, and private fair
housing groups that receive
HUD funds.
Anyone who believes
they have experienced
housing discrimination is
asked to call HUD's Hous
ing Discrimination Hotline
at 1-800-669-9777, TDD
1-800-927-9275. They can
also visit HUD's fair hous
ing website at www.hud.
gov/fairhousing.
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The Children’s Home,
Inc. Named Not-ForProfit of the Year-----TAMPA -

GAPP Program Director, Andr6e Sunnewille, and guest speaker Yolanda Morris,
“You can't put your life in anybody else's hands," Morris told the teens.

GAPP
from front page
anything, putting my guard
down. You can't put your
life in anybody else's
hands."
From the perspective
of adulthood now, Morris
says that making poor deci
sions that jeopardize the
future takes no effort. She
encouraged teens to leam
the facts before making de
cisions to avoid ending up,
as she was now, at age 23,
wishing for a car, a beauti
ful suburban home and col
lege degree.
Dock gave parents
helpful information on the
rituals and behaviors of the
drug culture that serve as

tell-tale signs that teens are
using drugs. For instance,
because the drug ecstasy
causes dehydration, teens
suck on pacifiers "to keep
their mouths moist," but
dehydration "dries up the
brain" and bums up the
body, so, "sometimes they
drink so much water it
affects their electrolytes,"
Dock said.
Electrolytes
control
heart function, among oth
er things, and altering them
can cause heart failure.
Some drugs, cause "il
lusions of grandeur" while
others - including common
household items such as
white-out, magic markers
and aerosol cans - are "in
haled" to cause "feelings of

euphoria," Dock said.
The keys to preventing
their child from becoming
involved in the drug culture
are "education and being a
better parent," Dock said.
"You can't stop your kids
from going out into an
ugly, ugly world."
To help parents identi
fy drugs, Dock passed around a display of common
drugs and paraphernalia
broken into categories of
narcotics, stimulants, de
pressants and hallucino
gens.
GAPP attempts to im
prove opportunities and
self-sufficiency for African
American youth and other
ethnic groups, by providing
education, mentoring, tu-

toring, social and life skills
development. They offer an
after school abstinence
education program at eight
locations throughout Pi
nellas County.
The groups competed
with skits on topics that in
cluded drugs, teen preg
nancy and STDs, with the
teens from Salvation Army
Center taking first place,
North Greenwood Recrea
tion Center tied for second
with High Point and San
derlin
Family
Center
placed third.
Tamika Elias, a parent
with two children attending
the GAPP program at San
derlin, told the Challenger
that she gained helpful
information. Elias said she

Ron Dock, intervention coordinator for the New
York Yankees, gave parents helpful information on
the rituals and behaviors of the drug culture that
serve as tell-tale signs that teens are using drugs.
learned "that we should
talk to our children very
openly, and honestly and
that it's very important to
listen to our children."
Sunnewille told the
Challenger that the teens
face intense peer pressure.
"We're just trying to help
them make healthy choic
es." The program is de
signed to help teens focus
on their growth in the
hopes that they "don't end
up pregnant or with an
STD."
The 24-week-long free
program features field trips
and other fun, along with
information. Sunnewille
said that they hope for suc

cess from program partici
pants but understand that
"there is no guarantee"
even with children who are
given "the best of every
thing. So, they just try to
provide teens with the in
formation they need and
"continue to reach out even
after they graduate" from
the program.
For more information
any teen or parent in Pi
nellas County can call
(727) 823-2288, or log
onto
the
website:
www.lgapp.org.

Tampa Bay Bucs Head Coach John Gruden Comments after Loss to the San Diego Chargers

He’s getting better and
better. There are three or
four plays yesterday that
he will leam from; mis
takes that he did make. His
stamina, I believe, whether
he admits it to you or not,
will improve as he
becomes a pro football
player and matures physi
cally. The offseason, the
grind that he has got to put
himself through to be at his
peak, his greatness, in the
fourth quarter, when he is

(On the playoff hunt and the stress caused by
losing some key games)

(On Joey Galloway’s health)

(On Michael Clayton)

sore in week 14. Those are
traits that are going to
come to him, but this is as
tough a football player as I
have been around. He
pushes himself to the limit.
We just have to help him
have a great offseason,
where he can go even fur
ther, deeper. That’s a goal
that we have. A program
will be developed for him,
but I think he has a chance
to be rare. He’s got a
chance to be."

"He had cramping.
Unfortunately, he was un
able to finish the game. We
missed him. I really think
this guy is different. He
can run. I think the linger
ing hamstrings and what
not that he has had all sea
son, has really been unfor

tunate because he adds
something to our attack
that is exciting. We missed
him yesterday in the last
seven or eight minutes of
that game quite honestly,
but we don’t think he will
be out of this one."

"It is much like last
year. I lost a lot of hair and
lost a lot of sleep last year.
I love football. I am not
going to change. I think we
missed eight field goals on
the road this year. I don’t
know what the deal is with
that, but we have missed
eight field goals on the
road. We’ve had a couple
of interceptions run back
for touchdowns. It is, like I
said a couple of weeks ago,
I can’t remember the word
I used ... maddening. It is

G°»ucS’

Wanted: Unemployed '
Individuals, Motivated and
Willing to Work!------------------

PLATINUM s
GOLD

maddening. I love the
game. I love our players.
We are going to do every
thing we can to win this
game. It will be, hopefully,
our fifth game in a row that
we win at home. It won’t
be easy. The Saints are
showing a lot of grit, deter
mination and character
themselves. We’re not
alone in this state of
depression. It is temporary.
We have to fight our butts
out of this and by God, do
it. We’re going to do it."

The Chil

dren's Home, Inc. has been
busy taking care of the
needs of the boys and girls
in our community who
have been victimized by
abuse for more than 112
years. This year, the Tam
pa Bay Business Journal
recognized these extraordi
nary efforts by awarding
the organization with the
2004 Not-For-Profit of the
Year Award. The award
was announced at the Tam
pa Bay Business Journal’s
banquet held Thursday,
Dec. 9 at the Renaissance
Hotel.
Noted for the forwardthinking and successful
plans to help children, The
Children's Home made
many recognizable strides
in 2004, including donat
ing a 30-year lease of 26
acres of land to the Hills
borough County School
District to build an ele
mentary school for the
Town and Country area;
spearheading and planning
the Heart Gallery—a trav
eling exhibit of profession
al photos of children ready
for permanent foster care
and adoption; organizing
the African American
Families
Unite
Task
Force—a group of minority community leaders
committed to finding for
ever families for minority
children.
"It’s always been a
place that the community
could depend on when
children were abandoned,"
said Gerard H. Veneman,
The Children’s Home Pre
sident/CEO. "We have
served the adoptive needs
of well over 6,000 children
over the decades. Aside
from the successful reuni
fication with biological
caregivers, you can’t make
a more significant contri
bution to a child’s life than
to provide them with a car
ing and loving family."
The Children's Home,
Inc. was nominated by
MacDill Federal Credit
Union and was among
many extraordinary nomi
nations in the category.
We are extremely humbled
and honored for receiving
this award. It is heart-felt
work that keeps us looking
toward a promising future
for the children and fami
lies in our care.
Vocational education
soars to new heights
Dec. 15 is a day that
changed the path of voca
tional education for boys
and girls living at The
Children's Home in a way
that will positively affect
them for a lifetime. A spe
cial dedication ceremony

was held to commemorate
the opening of the newly
constructed Mildred and
George W. Frank Voca
tional Education Center.
The event was held on The
Children's Home Plain
campus located at 10909
Memorial Highway in
Tampa.
The construction of
the new Center was made
possible by the generosity
of Mrs. Mildred Frank
who wanted to build a
legacy in the memory of
her late husband, George
W. Frank. Mr. Frank was a
successful engineer who
came from humble roots as
a child growing up at The
Children's Home. Howev
er, he was one of the lucky
ones who was adopted into
a loving home and given
the opportunity to pursue
his dreams and capitalize
on his talents.
The new Mildred and
George W. Frank Voca
tional Education Center
will replace the small, 24year-old garage-type shop.
The new 5,000 square feet
Center, complete with new
equipment, will offer chil
dren the opportunity to
leam how to repair small
engines, carve and build
wood items, design and
create general arts and
crafts, and safely operate
mechanical devices.
When children are
faced with obstacles be
yond their control, like
abuse, they arp left with
scars and a sense of loneli
ness. But, at The Chil
dren's Home, with pro
grams like vocational edu
cation, we give them hope
and help to control their
destiny. By offering voca
tional education, children
are given the opportunity
to leam a trade and/or skill
that will benefit them as
they pursue careers as
adults. In addition, work
ing with their hands in
vocational education gives
them a sense of pride and
boosts their self-esteem.
"Whether they are
making a wood clock or
learning to repair small
engines, the kids put their
heart and soul into com
pleting a project they can
be proud of," said Tom
Colhouer, vocational shop
instructor.
Funding was adminis
tered for the Center
through the Community
Foundation of Greater Sun
City Center.
For more information
about The Children’s
Home, please contact
Charise D. Bell, (813) 8641536 or cbell@childrenshome.org.

OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN PINELLAS COUNTY

The Pinellas County
success Training and Reention Services ($TAR$)
-’rogram is now offering
FREE employment skills
md job training work
shops, along with job
jlacement assistance and
wo years of continuing
support. No GED or high
school diploma is required.
Criminal record? No probem. Workshops are filling
tor...CALL TODAY!
SL Petersburg Office:
727) 453-6530; Clear

water Office: (727) 464-

8486.

MOBILE AUTO DETAILING
You've tried the Rest. Now try the Best!

LOOKINGFORA
FRESH FISH MARKET? 5

"WE COME TO YOU"
Home Phone: 726-0877 • Mobile Phone: 710-2744
Owner - Falencia Robinson

MID PENINSULA tEAFOOD
MARKET & RESTAURANT

WASHINGTON D.C.

We Welcome Your

400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL

Articles and Related

327- 8309
328- 8309

Pictures of Community

’ Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday... Gone Fishin'

Interest
BUILOTHEDREAM.ORG

'Party Trays From $21

y

'Scallops,Oysters,Conch.Crab 6
*8+Varieties Fresh Fish
' Special Orders OUR PLEASURE!
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STATE NEWS
Court Was in Session at FAMU’s
2004 Fall Commencement!-------

OrlandO Magic Reaches Out to African American
SuppOrters

TALLAHASSEE
More than 790 candidates
for graduation heard from a
former high school "drop
out" turned "honorable" on
Friday, Dec. 10 at Florida
A&M University’s Fall
Commencement.
The Honorable Greg ■
Mathis, star of the WB
Network’s popular televi
sion show, "Judge Mathis,"
gave the commencement
address. Mathis was elect
ed to Michigan’s 36th Dis
trict Court in 1995. His
election story made nation
al news because he was
viewed as a symbol of hope
for urban youth who are
struggling to overcome
poverty, drugs and violence
- because he was once one
of them.
Mathis was a street
youth and high-school
dropout before his ways
landed him before a judge.
Ordered to earn a GED or
go to jail, Mathis went on
to become a national suc
cess story, earning his
bachelor’s degree from
Eastern Michigan Univer
sity and the juris doctor
degree from the University
of Detroit School of Law.
Among
his
notable
achievements, he is a civil
rights activist, public ser
vant, and the youngest
elected judge in the state of
Michigan.
"We are proud to cele
brate the accomplishments

ORLANDO, Fla. Thousands of AfricanAmericans love the Orlan
do Magic - and the team
wants to see more of those
supporters
cheering
throughout the TD Waterhouse Centre during its
games. Throughout this
power-packed season, the
Magic will reach out to the
African American commu
nity with a special market
ing campaign.
In order to build and
strengthen relationships
with the black community,
the team has planned a se
ries of promotions and spe
cial events. To get more
African-Americans sitting
courtside and throughout
the TD Waterhouse Centre,
the team is publicizing its
wide variety of ticket plans
and encouraging black fans
to come see their favorite
athletes - in person!
This season promises
to be a most exciting one
for the Orlando Magic as
the organization rallies
around the idea of Total
Team Effort. The Magic’s
roster is one of the
strongest and most diverse
in the NBA, and it boasts
some of the league’s big
gest names. Eighteen-yearold Dwight Howard will
show the world why he was
the number one draft pick.
Top rookie point. guard
Jameer Nelson, who was
Co-National College Play-

The address was given by the ever-popular Judge
Greg Mathis - who has a success story of his own.

"We are proud to celebrate the accomplishments of
this outstanding class of graduates," FAMU
President Fred Gainous said of the ceremonies,
of this outstanding class of standards for those students
graduates," said FAMU who matriculate at Florida
President Fred Gainous. "It A&M. To Judge Mathis
is more evidence that our and all others, the proof is
great institution continues solid; we have made our
to foster ‘Excellence With case."
Caring’ and promote high

Edward Waters LOses AccreditatiOn After
Plagiarism Scandal------------------JACKSONVILLE, Fla. gency, but it's not the end,"
(AP) - Edward Waters Jenkins told students and
College has lost its accred faculty last Tuesday night.
itation two months after a “This is a new beginning."
Officials with Edward
plagiarism scandal at the
historically black college, Waters College vowed to
school officials said last appeal the decision. The
school was founded in
Tuesday.
The Commission on 1866 to educate newlyColleges of the Southern freed slaves.
The move comes after
Association of Colleges
and Schools voted to drop the school acknowledged
Edward Waters from mem that it had plagiarized ma
terial from another college
bership.
Edward Waters Presi in a document crucial for
dent Jimmy Jenkins said its reaccreditation bid.
school leaders learned of Jenkins said he believes the
the decision on the evening scandal is the reason why
of Dec. 6 at the accrediting the association moved to
agency's annual meeting in drop the school.
In October, a Florida
Atlanta.
“This appears to be, Times-Union investigation
and is, a state of emer- uncovered similarities be-

tween Edward Waters'
Quality Enhancement Plan
and that of Alabama A&M
University.
Edward Waters offi
cials acknowledged their
plan contained material
copied from Alabama
A&M, repeating word for
word significant passages
and passing off detailed
statistical information as
their own.
Jenkins blamed the
mistake on an administra
tor who has since left the
school but said the school
failed in its oversight of the
accrediting process.
He said the college was
guilty of a lack of over
sight, but not of a lack of
integrity.

Students at unaccredit
ed schools can not receive
federal financial aid, and
other universities and
potential employers may
not recognize degrees or
course credit from Edward
Waters as valid.
It also means the
school is not eligible for
membership with the
United Negro College
Fund, a scholarship organi
zation that requires mem
ber schools be accredited.
During the appeal, the
college will remain accred
ited and students will con
tinue to receive financial
aid.

Federal AuthOrities to Investigate Deaths
Of TwO Black Men While in JacksOnville,
Fla., POlice Custody--------------------------—
JACKSONVILLE, Fla.
(AP) - The deaths of two
black men over a three-day
period while they were
police custody will be
investigated by federal
authorities, officials said.
Jacksonville Sheriff
John Rutherford said last
Thursday that he decided to
ask for federal assistance
because the National Asso
ciation for the Advance
ment of Colored People
questioned the deaths,

claiming they showed po
lice were targeting blacks.
The sheriff said he did
n't agree with the assertion
but felt it was important for
federal agencies to investi
gate.
“This is not about bad
police behavior, this is
about excellence," said
Rutherford, who said he
wanted to “let the sun shine
in" on his department.
The Justice Depart
ment and the FBI will in

vestigate the cases of
Sammy Evans Jr., 49, who
died on Dec. 3 after he was
arrested for drinking in
public, and Ezra Jones, 29,
who died on Dec. 5 after
being shot with pepper
spray and placed in re
straint.
An autopsy shows
Evans died of a broken
neck. The cause of Jones'
death has not been re

Evans' death resigned on
Dec. 4, a day after Ruther
ford revealed internal
affairs investigators deter
mined the officer used
excessive force on a hand
cuffed boy in September.
U.S. Attorney Paul
Perez said his office often
looks into alleged viola
tions of civil rights and
police brutality.
>

leased.
A rookie officer in

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PAPER BY
S UPPOR TING O UR ADVER TISERS

Orlando Magic's Jameer Nelson, left, drives to the
basket past Toronto Raptors' Lamond Murray (21)
during the second quarter in Orlando, Fla.,
Wednesday, Dec. 1. The Magic won 129-108.

Golden State Warriors’ forward Troy Murphy has
his shot blocked by Orlando Magic's Dwight Howard
in the first quarter in Oakland, Calif., Friday, Dec.
10.
AP Photo/Dino Voumas

AP Photo/Peter Cosgrove

er of the Year winner last
season, will give fans
something to talk about.
And two of the league’s
best guards - Steve Francis
and Cuttino Mobley, both
recently acquired from
Houston - will tear up thennew home court at the TD
Waterhouse Centre.
Orlando Magic sup
porters can get in on the
action by purchasing tick
ets now - while some of the
best seat locations in the
Magic’s l5-year history are
still up for grabs. With an
assortment of ticket plan
options available, there is a
plan to suit everyone’s
needs.
Those who choose

Magic season tickets re
ceive discounts off gate
prices, guaranteed seats
with the best views to all
the big games, personal
invitations to special events
- like the "Meet the Magic
Party" - and much more.
Supporters who opt for par
tial ticket plans such as the

half season, 15-game, 10game, or 6-game plan will
also receive discounts, as
well as added value (bonus)
incentives.' Group tickets
are ideal for those bringing
school groups, clients, or
parties. Groups can have
their names flashed on the
Magic scoreboard, have

their photos taken on the
court with a Magic Dancer,
and possibly have the
chance to play on the court
before tip-off.
For more information, or fo
reserve tickets, please visit
www.orlandomagic.com.

Facts About Florida Teens
• Approximately 127,000 youth in the state ages 12-17 have used marijuana in the
past month.
• In 2003, 40.6 percent of Florida high school students surveyed reported trying
marijuana at least once in their lifetime. More than one out in five (21.4 percent) are
current marijuana users.
• Among Florida youth ages 12-17 entering treatment in 2003, nearly two out of
three (65.2 percent) had marijuana as their primary substance of abuse.
• There were 969,795 licenses issued to drivers ages 15-20.
■* 20,154 drivers ages 15-20 were injured in motor vehicle crashes.
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NATIONAL NEWS
Tavis Smiley Opts Not to Renew With
Biracial Daughter Of SegregatiOnist
Senator Strom Thurmond Tells Her Side National Public Radio------------------------—
Tavis Smiley has elect Show" began as a collabo
in New Book------------------------------------------ed not to return for a fourth ration between NPR and

“Our surface dealings were precisely that, all superficial and completely unemotional, despite my inner tur
moil," said Williams of her relationship with her father, the late Strom Thurmond.
bv Amy Geier Edgar
A few years later, when quickly passed. I wasn't ming pools, our schools,
Associated Press Writer
she returned to Edgefield crazy. And I was very our churches, onr homes."
Nearly a decade later,
COLUMBIA,
S.C. for a funeral, Butler took grateful to my father for
(AP) - “I always thought I her to a local law office making it possible to come he set the Senate record for
had a fairly normal child where she first met here to State. I couldn't filibustering when he spoke
hood, until I found out my Thurmond.
afford to lose the opportu against a bill to end dis
parents .weren't who I
“He never called my nity in front of me. For me, crimination in housing.
On one visit, Williams
thought they were."
mother by her first name. it was a state of grace."
So begins the autobiog He didn't verbally ac
During her college asked Thurmond how he
raphy of Essie Mae knowledge that I was his years, Thurmond visited could say such things about
Washington Williams, the child. He didn't ask when I Williams a couple times, blacks. She said blacks
daughter of longtime U.S. was leaving and didn't meeting privately in the were treated unfairly, but
he defended it as the cul
Sen. Strom Thurmond and invite me to come back. It school president's office.
ture and custom of the
“Our
surface
dealings
a 16-year-old black maid was like an audience with
who worked at his family's an important man, a job were precisely that, all South.
Over the decades, Wil
interview, but not a reunion superficial and completely
home.
Williams, now 79, with a father," Williams unemotional, despite my liams tried to reconcile the
fiery politician with the
inner turmoil."
came forward a year ago, wrote.
Williams watched her man who treated her kind
It was the first of many
after Thurmond's death,
with the secret she had held visits between Thurmond father's career from afar. ly, providing money for her
for more than 70 years. Her and Williams. He provided She attended his guberna and her family.
“It's not that Strom
upcoming book, "Dear for her financially, but their torial inauguration in
Senator: A Memoir by the meetings were always for January 1947 with her Thurmond ever swore me
Daughter of Strom Thur mal events where Thur classmates. She watched to secrecy. He never swore
me to anything. He trusted
mond," deals frankly with mond - a health fanatic - her father and his family.
“This was my family, me, and I respected him,
her relationship with the asked more questions about
one-time
segregationist her exercise and eating but I didn't know them and and we loved each other in
who privately acknowl habits than her personal they didn't know me. In our deeply repressed ways,
time, in time, I prayed to and that was our social
edged her as his child but life.
During
one
visit myself. If my father could contract," she wrote. never spoke of her publicly.
Thurmond eventually
change this state, with its
around
1946,
Thurmond
Williams confronted Thur
mond about his support of offered to pay her tuition at Confederate flags flying softened his political stance
segregation, but watched an all-black college in and its Confederate sol and renounced racism.
Williams, who taught
with disappointment as his Orangeburg, now known as diers standing vigil atop
in
public
schools for 27
political star rose in the South Carolina State Uni their obelisks, I had reason
to hope he could change his years, said Thurmond's
1940s and '50s. “He be versity.
death in 2003 at age 100
Moving to the school own house," she writes.
came an outright racist,
left her unsettled. Her own
Thurmond
said
segre
in
the
South
meant
she
had
cloaked in the ancient doc
trine of states' rights," she to adapt to a segregated gation laws were needed to daughter encouraged her to
culture. The black students protect the purity of the make her story pubhc, and
wrote.
Thurmond's family soon
The book, co-written rarely left campus and, races.
acknowledged her heritage.
“I
wasn't
sure
if
this
when
they
did,
they
were
with William Stadiem, is
set to be released Jan. 27 by forced to sit in the backs of was my father talking or "In a way, my life began at
ReganBooks, a division of buses and visit only certain the ghost of Adolf Hitler," 78, at least my hfe as who I
she wrote.
really was, without the sub
restaurants and shops.
HarperCollins Publishers.
When
Thurmond
ran
terfuges of the previous 65
Many of her classmates
Williams was raised in
Coatesville, Penn., by came from prosperous for president as the State's years," Williams wrote. "I
Mary and John Washing black families. While they Rights Party candidate dur may have called it 'closure,'
ton. Her world changed at talked about their fathers' ing the 1948 election, he but it was much more like
said: “All the laws of an opening, a very grand
age 13 when Mary Wash jobs, Williams held back.
Washington
and all the opening."
“With
all
the
family
ington's sister, Came
Butler, told Essie Mae that comparisons, I was tempt bayonets of the army can
she was her biological ed to brag about my father. not force the Negro race
...But the temptation into our theaters, our swim
mother.

“The
clever
mind
observes.
The
pure
heart
serves.”

-Sri
Chinmoy

"I am grateful for the opportunity NPR gave me to
bring a broader range of viewpoints on life in
America to the public airwaves," said Smiley.

year as host of his daily
program on National Pub
lic Radio, "The Tavis
Smiley Show." Smiley's
last day on air is scheduled
for Thursday, Dec. 16.
Smiley,
nationally
known commentator, au
thor, philanthropist and
host of his own late night
weekday television pro
gram on PBS, "Tavis
Smiley," noted: "I am
grateful for the opportunity
NPR gave me to bring a
broader range of view
points on life in America to
the public airwaves. It is
my hope that in the future,
NPR will make a greater
effort to use its full
resources to make this
vision a reality."
"The Tavis Smiley

the African American pub
lic radio consortium to
bring more diverse pro
gramming to public radio.
NPR sought out Smiley
who became the first
African American to host
his own signature talk show
in NPR's history. Despite
limited national marketing
and promotion, the pro
gram set a record as the
fastest growing radio pro
gram in NPR history, prov
ing popular with African
American and non-African
American audiences alike
and expanding the net
work's demographic range
to younger audiehc.es;
Tavis Smiley will con
tinue as producer and host
of "Tavis Smiley" on PBS.

Michael JacksOn’s Fingerprints
Allegedly Found on Porn Magazines-----SANTA BARBARA,
Calif. (AP) - Fingerprints
belonging to both Michael
Jackson and the boy accus
ing him of child molesta
tion were found on porno
graphic magazines seized
from Jackson's Neverland
ranch last year, the Santa
Barbara News-Press re
ported, citing sources it did
not identify.
Santa Barbara . County
Sheriff's ‘spokesman Sgt.
Chris Pappas did not
immediately return a call
Saturday from The Asso
ciated Press. Jackson's
attorney, Thomas Mesereau
Jr., dechned to comment.
The prosecution and
defense are prohibited by a
court-imposed gag order
from discussing the case.
If the reported evi
dence is admitted during
Jackson's trial, prosecutors

describe the magazines'
contents except, to say they
Contained pornography.
Superior Court Judge
Rodney Melville is expect

Investigators most recently searched Jackson s
Neverland home on Dec. 3 and 4, and on Dec. 4 the
entertainer voluntarily gave them a DNA sample at
their request.
would be expected to argue leafing through the maga
that the fingerprints were zines.
proof that Jackson showed
According to the news
the boy pornographic liter paper, the boy and his
ature before molesting him. brother often visited Never
But the defense could ques land when Jackson wasn't
tion whether the entertainer home.
knew the boy had been
The newspaper did not

ed to decide next month
what evidence can be
admitted at trial, scheduled
to begin Jan. 31.
Jackson, 46, has plead
ed not guilty to charges of
child molestation, conspir
acy and administering an
intoxicating agent, alcohol,
to his alleged victim.,
Investigators most re
cently searched Jackson's
Neverland home on Dec. 3
and 4, and on Dec. 4 the
entertainer voluntarily gave
them a DNA sample at
their request. Investigators
first searched the home on
Nov. 18, 2003, shortly be
fore Jackson was charged.

could see Jamie just kind of

music. The actor immersed

nobody else was even hear

glow. In a sense, he had

himself in Soul, Jazz and

won the role directly from

Blues recordings to set the

ing."
Charles was excited to

Ray Charles."

mood, attended classes at

be portrayed by Foxx. In an

Foxx had known little

the Braille Institute, and

when it came to music, he

about Ray Charles beyond

spent weeks during rehear

interview before his death,
he said: "1 can’t believe

demanded perfection. Ja

his music before being cast

sal and production walking

how good [Foxx] is, I’ve

mie came over and imme

in the role, and found him

around with his eyes sealed

had a couple of people who

diately started playing the

self on his own personal

tight for 12 hours a day, to

saw him work and they

piano and Ray could hear

journey into the man’s fas

gain an intimate under

came back and said, ‘Ray,

at least that he could play.

cinating

Foxx
from front page
not easy, as I’ve said, and

embattled

standing of what it really

you just won’t believe this

So they started playing and

background. "When I read

means be blind. "It was

guy! He’s got you down so

Jamie is playing a little

the script I realized that this

interesting to me that not

pat that he even walks like

funk and Gospel, but then

was a really phenomenal

being able to see made me

you! He does everything

Ray goes into some Jazz,

story, not just about music,

angry at first," comments

exactly like you.’ I only go

some Thelonious Monk.

and

but about a man who over

Foxx. "It’s frustrating. But

by my personal experience

And I’m thinking, ‘Oh, no,

came all kinds of difficul

I also noticed my sense of

with him and I think he’s

Jamie doesn’t know it.’ Ray

ties to become a real leader

hearing becoming more

phenomenal. He’s a won

was saying, ‘Come on,

of the culture. The way he

acute, and I became sensi

derful man."

man, it’s this,’ and he keeps

intertwined everything he

tive to all kinds of sounds

playing this Monk phrase,
only Jamie is not getting it.

experienced in his life to
make this amazing music,

Then

even

it was really something

tougher, saying, ‘Come on,

special."
Foxx threw himself

Ray

gets

man, it’s right under your
fingers.’ And I’m thinking,
‘This could really blow up

headlong into the role.
After
meeting
with

in my face.’ But when

Charles, Foxx began by

Jamie finally got it, Ray,

adapting

who had been pretty tough

singer’s physical trade

many

of the

on him, said, ‘This is it.

marks, from his close-

This kid can do it, see?

cropped hair to his bodily

He’s the one.”'

mannerisms, bom out of a

Hackford

continues:

WASHINGTON D.C.

combination of Charles’

"Ray anointed him right

history,

then and there and you

unstoppable inner sense of

blindness

and

BUILDTHEDREAM.ORG
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Wangari Maathai Gets Nobel Peace Prize
She is the first African woman to receive the Peace Prize
OSLO, Norway (AP) The first African woman to
win the Nobel Peace Prize,
environmental
activist
Wangari Maathai, received
her award on Friday, Dec.
10, to the beat of drums
and dancers that broke with
the usual stodgy ceremony,
and she urged her audience
"to embrace the whole cre
ation in all its diversity,
beauty and wonder."
Maathai received the
traditional gold medal and
diploma that accolnpanies
the $1.5 million prize. She
warned that the world
remained under attack from
disease, deforestation and
war, and urged new
approaches to solving those
problems.
"Today, we are faced
with a challenge that calls
for a shift in our thinking,
so that humanity stops
threatening its life-support
system," she told the crowd
of dignitaries that included
the Norwegian royal family
as well as talk show host
Oprah Winfrey and Kerry
Kennedy, a daughter of the
late Sen. Robert F. Ken
nedy.
"We are called to assist
the Earth to heal her
wounds and in the process
heal our own indeed, to
embrace the whole creation
in all its diversity, beauty
and wonder," Maathai said.
"This will happen if we see
the need to revive our sense
of belonging to a larger
family of life, with which
we have shared our evolu
tionary process."
Before she took the
stage, the traditionally rigid
and formal ceremony lit up
with color and sound as
three African dancers and
accompanying drummers
pounded out a brief piece
of music that echoed off the
walls of the large auditori
um that was decorated with

Oprah Winfrey, left, holds back tears while introduc
ing Nobel Peace Prize laureate Wangari Maathai as
Tom Cruise watches on at the concert for Maathai at
the Oslo Spectrum on Saturday, Dec. 11. Maathai is
the first environmentalist and the first African
woman to be awarded the coveted prize.

Singer Patti LaBelle dances with a man from the
crowd idenfied only as Matthias from Sweden during
the concert for Nobel Peace Prize laureate Wangari
Maathai at the Oslo Spectrum.

AP Photo/John McConnico

AP Photo/John McConnico

flowers.
"In the course of histo
ry, there comps a time
when humanity is called to
shift to a new level of con
sciousness, to reach a high
er moral ground. A time
when we have to shed our
fear and give hope to each
other," she said. "That time
is now."
As the 64-year-old
Kenyan spoke in English,
many in the crowded audi
torium nodded in agree
ment.
"You are an extraordi
nary example for women
throughout Africa, through
out the world," said Ole
Danbolt Mjoes, chairman
of the Norwegian Nobel
Committee.
Maathai, who is the
12th woman to receive the
prize since it was first
awarded in 1901, said she'll
use it to encourage more
environmental protection,
adding that the relationship
between a safe environ
ment and peace was and
remains forever linked.
Maathai's selection by
the secretive five-member
Nobel Committee for the
Peace Prize for raised eye

brows because of her envi
ronmental ties and also
because of controversy
over statements she report
edly made asserting that
AIDS was a laboratory-cre
ated ailment.
But she told The Asso
ciated Press that her com
ments about AIDS being
created to destroy Africans
were misquoted and taken
out of context.
"I have not said what
I'm quoted as saying," she
said of claims that AIDS
was created by scientists
and loosed upon Africa by
the West.
She reaffirmed her
stand in a statement re
leased by the Nobel Com
mittee that said: "It is there
fore critical for me to state
that I neither say nor be
lieve that the virus was
developed by white people
or white powers in order to
destroy the African people.
Such views are wicked and
destructive."
Maathai, who is also
the first Kenyan to win the
award, was selected for her
role in founding the Green
Belt Movement, which has
sought to empower women,

improve the environment
and fight corruption in
Africa for nearly 30 years.
A deputy environment
minister in the Kenyan
government, Maathai also
won acclaim for her cam
paign to fight deforestation
by planting 30 million trees
in Africa.
Her Nobel prize is the
first to acknowledge envi
ronmentalism as a means of
building peace.
"The Norwegian Nobel
Committee has challenged
the world to broaden the
understanding of peace:
there can be no peace with
out equitable development;
and there can be no devel
opment without sustainable
management of the envi
ronment in a democratic
and peaceful space. This
shift is an idea whose time
has come," she said.
Eleven other Nobel
laureates will receive their
awards in another ceremo
ny
later
Friday
in
Stockholm, Sweden. More
than 1,300 guests, includ
ing Sweden's royal family,
were invited to a celebra
tion dinner.
Noticeably absent this

year was the literature prize
winner, Austrian Elfriede
Jelinek, who says she has a
social phobia. Although she
sent a video to this week's
Nobel lectures, she did not
send any prepared remarks
for the banquet.
Americans
Richard
Axel and Linda B. Buck
won the medicine prize for
their work on the sense of
smell. Americans David J.
Gross, H. David Politzer
and Frank Wilczek won the
physics prize for their
explanation of the force
that binds particles inside
the atomic nucleus.
The chemistry prize
was awarded to Israelis
Aaron Ciechanover and
Avram
Hershko
and
American Irwin Rose for
their work in discovering a
process that lets cells
destroy unwanted proteins.
Norwegian Finn E.
Kydland and American Ed
ward C. Prescott received
the Nobel Memorial Prize
in Economic Sciences for
shedding light on how gov
ernment policies and ac
tions affect economies
worldwide.

Little Progress Toward Halving
World Hunger--------------- -------------ROME, Italy (AP) The number of hungry peo
ple in the world has hardly
budged in the eight years
since nations pledged to cut
the number in half by 2015,
a United Nations agency
recendy announced.
The target of cutting the
number of undernourished
people in the developing
world in half by 2015 is still
within reach, the Food and
Agriculture Organization
said, contending it would
cost countries far less than
the amount it would gain in
extra productivity and
income.
Though the number of
hungry people in developing
countries fell in the early
1990's, that trend was later
reversed, the Rome-based
agency said in its annual
report on world hunger. By
2000-2002 the figure stood
at 815 million, just 9 million
below the 1990-1992 esti
mate.

The report drew said the
present levels of hunger
cause the death of more than
5 million children every year
- or one child every five sec
onds.
Governments set the
goal of halving the under
nourished people by 2015 at
the U.N. World Food
Summit in 1996, using the
period 1990-1992 as a base
line.
According to the report,
hunger and malnutrition cost
around $30 billion in direct
medical expenses each year,
with estimated indirect costs
due to premature death and
disability ballooning into
hundreds of billions of dol
lars.
The report blamed the
recent rise in hunger levels
largely on reversed gains in
the world's two most popu
lous countries, China and
India, with the number of
undernourished people in
other developing countries

holding steady.
All but one of the 16
countries with the highest
levels of hunger are in subSaharan Africa, with many
suffering from food emer
gencies, the report said. It
said that the number of food
emergencies each year has
more than doubled since the
1980's, much of those
because of wars or econom
ic failure.
The report argued that
fighting hunger was a good
investment, saying the glo
bal costs of achieving the
target pale in comparison to
the price of not acting.
An annual increase in
funding of $24 billion is
needed to reach the hunger
target, the agency estimated.
Hartwig De Haen, of the
agency's economic and
social department who over
saw the report, said the tar
get was "ambitious but still
feasible."

Two-Thirds of Liberians
Suffered Sexual Violence
During ‘99-’O3 War-----------MONROVIA, Liberia
(AP) - Some two-thirds of
Liberia's population may
have suffered sexual abuse
during the west African
nation's 1999-2003 civil
war, with women and girls
the main targets but men and
boys also falling prey, a
human rights group said
Tuesday.
Fighters often drugged
by their commanders used
sexual Violence to shame
and subjugate communities
in Liberia, where rape car
ries a deep stigma, and
Amnesty International esti
mated that 60 to 70 per cent
of Liberia's three million
people suffered sexual abuse
during the war.
"Women and girls have
described being repeatedly
raped during the same inci
dent. Others have been raped
on several different occa-

sions during Liberia's suc
cessive - and almost contin
uous - armed conflicts since
December
1989,"
the
London-based rights group
said in a report.
Amnesty said "findings
indicated that some men and
boys had also been subjected
to sexual violence" in the
latest round of fighting, but
the group didn't provide any
figures.
"Rape and other forms
of sexual violence have be
come endemic in Liberia,"
Amnesty said.
Rebels battled ex-presi
dent Charles Taylor's forces
from 1999 until 2003, when
an insurgent siege of the
capital, Monrovia, and inter
national pressure forced
Taylor from office and
paved the way for a peace
deal.
"While it is impossible

to establish with any degree
of accuracy the exact num
bers of women and girls - of
all ages - who have been
affected by sexual violence,
it has been pervasive
throughout the conflict,"
said Amnesty.
Taylor first launched
Liberia into conflict in 1989,
leading an insurgency that
resulted in an eventual stale
mate. But civil war broke
out again in 1999, when
rebels took up arms against
Taylor.
A peace deal was signed
following Taylor's departure
in August 2003, and a
15,000-strong UN force now
secures the peace. Some
70,000 fighters - including
thousands of children - have
been disarmed.
Elections are set for
October 2005.

OBITUARIES
RICHARDSON, TER

ST. PETERSBURG
RITES

Petersburg;

his

RELL CHARLES, 13, died

grandmother, Ruthie Mae

December

Richardson, St. Petersburg;

4,

2004.

Survivors include his moth

his

er,

four

Desmond (Kimberly) Bums

Austin,

and Rober (Tamesha) Wynn,

Tammy

brothers,
Orion

Austin;

Quincy

Richardson,

Jr.,

Jr.,

maternal

Bartow;

uncles,

and

several

uncles,

aunts,

Kevin, Jr., and Tevin Sutton;

paternal

his maternal grandparents,

cousins,

Helen and Roger Wynn,

close

Lakeland; his great grand

Funeral Home, St. Peters

mother, Nettie Gibbs, St.

burg.

classmates
friends.

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987
Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries

3C

paternal

We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans

‘Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

and

GOD IS THE ONLY
ONE IN A POSI
TION TO LOOK
DOWN ON SOME
ONE

McRae

Now Open in St. Pete
Serenity Memorial
Funeral Home, Inc.
“One Funeral Home
in Two Locations

Elder L.
Lavelle
Thomas,
Sr.
Founder/
Executive
Director
Available
24 Hours

Serenity South
3301 - 5th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: (727) 322-1670
Fax: (727) 322-1680
Serenity North
823 N.E. 5th St. (Hwy. 44)
P.O. Box 1334-34423
Crystal River, FL
Phone: (352) 564-1408
Fax: (352) 564-1401
“The Community’s Lighthouse
in the Time of Distress”

Pastor
Daniel B.
Savage III
Executive
Vice
President
Toll Free
North

EXERCISE DAILY WALK WITH THE LORD!

"It's all taken care of"
These Were the Words that
brought calm to me When my
family member passed aWay.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only Was
the funeral paid for - it Was
at prices that Were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and Won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
hoW you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

1-866-990-1400

South
1-866-309-8297

J Are You a Veteran? Then, This is For You! I

We are offering
FREE CASKETS
lor Veterans, their Spouses and J
__________
Immediate Family Members
This is not an offer of the Veteran's Administration.
This offer is good at Serenity Memorial Funeral Home, Inc.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
"Oh come let us adore

presence of the Holy Spirit

p.m. If you’re in need of a

him, Oh come let us adore
him Christ the Lord!"

Greetings in the name
of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. As we enter
into that wonderful time of

leading and guiding our

mid-week lift, join us for

hearts, mind and soul into

two power-packed hours.

true Worship. Followed by

Your heart will be encour

Church School 9:30 a.m.,

aged

we encourage you to join

and

your

spirit

revived and renewed!
Upcoming events:

the year, "CHRISTMAS,"

us as we collectively leam
more of the Word of God

let us be mindful of the rea

together. Our contempor

and Sharing Program, SL

son for the season which is
keeping Christ in Christ
mas!

ary worship service is at 11

Mark A.M.E., Orlando,

Pastor Clarence A.
Williams and the Mt. Zion
Church family cordially in

• Dec. 18

- Caring

a.m. Join us as we lift high

at 10 a.m.; Anner Smith

the name of Jesus in song

and Ophelia Love will

and have a good time in the

become Deaconesses.

Lord. The Male Chorus
will

minister

in

song

A Statement from
Gospel Artist DeLeon
Regarding Recent
Controvewrsies--------

Celebration of Christ Candle
Lighting at New Philadelphia
For fourth Sunday of

commencing

school. Christian gratitude
to God for constant care of

candle will be focus of

Sunday, Dec. 26. Culmi
nating activity for this cul

worship celebration. Fol

tural celebration will be

Alsup and Ashon Nesbitt;

lowing fighting of “candle

undergraduates Rachel Ca

of faith,” praising Jesus as

New Year’s Eve Watch
Night service. Individual

light of the world will be

families are requested to

celebrated in song, testimo

involve children and grand

Williams and Jerold Rob
inson.

ny,

children in all scheduled

Special prayers and

Advent season, the Christ

and

proclamation.

Church family members

emphasis,

events.

are urged to be present for
Children/Youth

• Dec. 24 - Christmas

graduate students, Y’desha

to, Lorian Jones, Brandi

recognition

to

Edward

The church family of

Conyers, who is presently

Sunday.

New Philadelphia is grate

serving in Iraq, Aundrae

Church T-shirts will be

ful to God for His faithful

Gaskin stationed at Ft.

worn on Sunday.

and watchful care of youth

Bragg, North Carolina; and

Kwanzaa observance

and young adults away

Eugene Garrison, Jr. soon

plans are being finalized

from home matriculating in

to be deployed to Af

for

college

ghanistan.

vite you to attend worship

throughout the day. Pastor

Eve Candlelight Service,
6 p.m.

services with us at 919 -

Williams will proclaim the

• Dec. 31 - Watch

20th St. S. this Sunday or

Word of God. Come be

just at any time during the

blessed as we feast on the

month. As we anticipate

Word of God!

home? We extend an invi

that glorious birth of the

Other ministries in
clude:

tation to you to join us! We
of God, and the Holy Spirit

I want you to know, I

of every newspaper in

You’re also invited to

• Monday - Bible Stu
dy, 6 p.m.

reigns. We’d love to have

AM SAVED and love the

America with false infor

join us for our weekly ser

• Wednesday - Early

you!

Lord Jesus with all my

mation that would devas

Do you really know the

The Reading Enhance
ment and Math Improve

Mt. Zion Human Ser

Savior, let us provide the
gift of love one to another.

Night Service.
Looking for a church

as a church share the love

Dear Fans:

appear on the front covers

ensuing

week-long

and

graduate

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
Musical to tell the story of Christ
phy, (727) 481-2609.

vices. Sunday services be

morning prayer, 6:30 a.m.;

Thought for the week:

heart and soul. I apologize

tate anyone for the rest of

story of Jesus, Christ and

gin at 7:30 a.m. with early

Vintage Bible Study, 11

"JESUS is the REASONfor

their fives.

the reason for the Christ

ment Programs are in need

vices, Inc. provides after

morning service as we give

a.m. Join us for our new

the SEASON."

for any of the things you
have seen or heard in the

this

mas season? This musical

of volunteers. Help make a

school training and tutor

praise and thanksgiving for

services: Hour of Prayer, 6

Be blessed, and have a
Jesus-filled week!

media. The first thing I
would like to say, "I have

could make good people

production, sponsored by

difference in the life of a

ing services for youth ages

think twice before trying

Mt.

Progressive’s

young person. For more

14-18 through the Youth

never been involved in any

to bring about justice

Music and Performing Arts

information, please call the

Opportunity Center. The

acts concerning 3 people

when it could easily turn

Ministry, will be held at

church at (727) 894-4311,

program offers an opportu

in my entire life nor would

on them. I cannot change

Mt. Zion PMBC Dec. 18 at

ext. 808.

nity

I ever!" Unfortunately, in

what people think but only

both 2 and 6 p.m. While all

The Boy Scouts will

grades, on-line practice for

meet every Monday at 7

the FCAT, ACT/SAT prep,

the wonders of God and the

p.m.; Hour of Power, 7

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church-------------------------------------

Unfortunately,

Zion

to

improve

your

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church extends an

on Sunday. Sunday School

and Pastor Houston and the

our efforts to bring an

care

about what God

performances are FREE, a

is at 9:30 am, and Prayer

Bethel

Metropolitan

extortionist to justice, we

knows. I have never used

ticket is required for ad

p.m. on the third floor.

earn your high school

invitation to join us in the
celebration, cultivation and

Meeting and Bible Study

Church family wishes the

became the focus. We

drugs, alcohol or smoked!

mission to each respective

New scouts are welcome.

diploma, earn your GED

on Wednesday at 7 and

community the warmest

have always believed that

My only mistake! When I

performance.

communication
Word.

7:30 p.m., respectively.
As we celebrate the

thoughts and best wishes

truth stands and still
believe it does but to our
disbelief, the headlines

was a teenager, I thought
the world had more to
offer than God, as do most

It’s that time again!
The Band Ministry is re

Contact Scoutmaster Ellis
at (727) 864-3727.

and earn an opportunity to
be selected to win a free

Do you or someone

computer. For further in

cruiting Drum Line and

you know have a drug or

formation, please contact

haye focus.ed op my fami
ly rather than the criminal.

teenagers, both boys and

Drill Team members. If
you are interested, please

alcohol problem? It’s time

George B. Smith, (727)

to make a change and we
can help. Call today to

894-4311, ext. 302.

call (727) 895-4432 or
(727) 865-6787.

begin your FREE "Confi

of

His

Our doors are open for
both 8 and 11 a.m. services

holidays let us remember
the reason for the season,

for a wonderful holiday
season and a very happy
new year.

Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church-----------------------------------------

girls.
Not TRUE! Nothing

When I was a teenager, I
strayed from the Lord and

can replace God. I was

Pastor John A. Evans,

encourage our children and

through Dec. 30.There will

my upbringing for a short

brought up to love the

The Evangelical Train

Sr. first family and Friend

adults as they seek to give

be no Bread of life or meet

period but thanks to God's

Lord and was always

ship Missionary Baptist

God

praise

with

their

ings held for this period.

Church prayerfully invite

Christmas program, and for

This is the Christmas break

you to worship with us at

God giving us another year

for the church family and

3300 - 3lst St. S. We also

to show Him our love for

workers at Friendship!!

invite you to all church-

HIM at Christmastime!!!!!

Watch Night service

dential Recovery," Fridays

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
is located at 955 - 20th St.
S. The Rev. Louis M.

loving Grace he quickly
reeled me back in.

reminded of the scripture

ing classes have begun.
Sign up now for Under

in Proverbs 22:6 " Train

standing People, Effective

Academy Building, 950 20th St. South. If you, a

A criminal with a

up a child in the way he

Leading and Biblical Be

family member or someone

call (727) 894-4311, fax

record who disguised him-

should go and when he is

liefs. For information and

you know is interested in

(727) 822-1591, or send an

at 7 p.m. at the Kings Kid’s

Murphy, Sr. is pastor. For
more information, please

old he will not depart from

enrollment, please call the

learning about or coping

email

about reform was trying to

with

@ gte.net.

please contact A.J. Mur-

self as a person bringing

to:

mzpmbc

it." I am also reminded

church office at (727) 894-

At 4 p.m. on Dec. 19,

will be held Dec. 31 at St.

extort money from us. He

about a song I recorded at

4311, ext. 219.

come help us encourage a

Mark Missionary Baptist

made false statements that

age 4 years old, also enti

First worship service

new vessel God has chosen

Church where the pastor is

would make anyone fear

tled Proverbs 22:6.1 thank

begins at 7:45 a.m. with the

in Ms. Murdock. She will

Pastor Brown.

Services

how it would be interpret

God for the scripture and

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church---------------------------------------

Deacons and Brotherhood

do her inaugural speech.

will be conducted between

that little song, which
reminder

related functions during the
week.

21,

four sister churches: Mt.

ed if released to the pub
lic. However, we still took

tion. The Fellowship Choir

Youth Bible Enrichment

Olive, St. Mark Missionary

a chance to expose him.

will sing praises, and the

Hour and Youth Choir and

Baptist

Ministry rendering devo

Fellowship
serve.

Ushers

Pastor

Tuesday,

Dec.

Church

(host

ONLY

WHAT IS DONE FOR

will

Usher practice will be held

church), First Baptist Insti

A.

on alternate Tuesdays of

tutional and Friendship

out, we have become the

I can only say, I hope

each month.

Missionary

main topic of this contro

my experience will influ

versy and not the offender

ence youngsters all over

John

Baptist

message from God!! A sec

Wednesday, Dec. 22,

Church. Come bring the

ond service will be held at

Bread of Life serving free

new year in with us and

10:30 a.m.

lunch to all in the commu

GOD!!!! Let GOD help

the

nity in need/at large. Noon

you arrive alive in 2005!!!!!

Church Address for the

Day Bible Study - the 40

We at Friendship Mis

State

with

that

all our efforts to bring this

Evans, Sr. will render the

The

Unfortunately,

keeps me in constant

of

church will be held Satur

days of Purpose,

with

day Dec. 18, however, the

Minister Blanche Reedy

CHRIST WILL LAST.

himself. This man did not

the world to think twice

care about us only the

before you disobey your

money he thought he
could get from us. He

parents and become rebel
lious. If you didn't know

refused to produce any

who Deleon was before,

sionary Baptist Church,

proof to substantiate any

I'm sure you know me

ministerial staff,

thing

now. If you come to this
site, I hope it will be a

Pastor

he

was

saying

time has changed. Go to

rendering

lessons.

John A. Evans, Sr. and the

www.fmbctheship.org

to

Come and be blessed. See

first family and laypersons,

The only thing he

get details or call the

what God has in store for

as well as all of the disci

cared about was convinc

ALWAYS OBEY YOUR

church office at (727) 906-

you in 2005! Evening wor

ples to be at Friendship,

ing us he could make peo

PARENTS AND LOVE

8300 from 9 a.m.-3p.m.,

ship and praise service with

wish you and yours a

ple believe these false

THE LORD. They truly

the Praise Team as well as

blessed and HOLY holiday

charges because of the

do love you and know

This Sunday, Dec. 19

Bible Study lesson being

season and Happy Kwaan-

organization he represent

what's best for you. We

the Sunday School pro

rendered by Pastor John A.

za!! We seek unity and

ed. The only thing he

trust in God so keep us in

Evans,Sr. We are going

peace and arriving alive in

cared about was how

your prayers.

gram will not commence.
Instead, the annual Christ

over right now what the

2005!!!!!

mas season program will

Trinity means. Come and

begin at 9:30 a.m. The pro

be blessed.New lessons in

MAS AND A BLESSED

gram is held for the church

2005!!!!!

AND PEACEFUL NEW

Monday through Friday.

family through our Drama

There will be no ser

Ministry coordinated by

vices

Sharon

praise

Saulsby.

Come

the

MERRY

Dec.

believable and effective it

constant

reminder

20

GOD BLESS AMERICA!

to

God bless you and I

sounded to get his money.

love you!

We only wanted justice

DeLeon

served and it caused us to

YEAR!!!!!

for worship and
from

CHRIST

against me.

GOD ANSWERS
ALL KNEE MAIL

substance

abuse,

Casting the vision
The New Hope Mis

the Praise and Worship

Prayer Band, Thursdays,

Baptist Church

song service. This Sunday

11 p.m.

family invites each and

during our worship, "THE

Upcoming events:

every one to worship with

ILLUSTRATED CHRIST

Pauline Russell Appre

us on Sunday morning.

MAS SERMON" will be

sionary

Sunday School begins

done. You do not want to

ciation Banquet, Saturday,
Dec. 18, 6 p.m.

at 9 a.m. Parents, please

miss hearing the real truth

The Illustrated Christ

bring your children and

about the reason for the

yourselves.

Sunday

season coming from our

mas Sermon, Sunday, Dec.
19, 10:30 a.m.

School, we can all leam

youth, other participants

In

more about this good God

and

we serve.

esteemed pastor, the Rev.

Devotion begins at
10:15 a.m. with our spirit-

Carlos L. Senior.

most of all,

our

Weekly events:

filled deacons in charge.

Prayer Meeting/Bible

The Mass Choir will render

Study, Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.;

Christmas

Morning

Service, Saturday, Dec. 25,
8- 9 a.m.
We wish you a blessed
Christmas and a prosperous
new year!

©o You Have a Holiday
Story to Share?
Does your church have special holiday out
reach services
for the community? If you’d like these efforts
to be recognized in a feature story for our
Annual Christmas edition, contact
The Weekly Challenger at (727) 896-2922 or
via email at
wceditor @ tampabay.rr.com!
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Tylertown Ministry Thrives in Crime,
Drug-Ridden Neighborhood

BeBe Winans’ ‘My Christmas Prayer,’ a
Starbucks CD Exclusive, Tops the
Charts-------------------------------------------------Album reaches No 1 on multiple music charts
SEATTLE and LOS

"The early success of

ANGELES (BLACK PR

‘My Christmas Prayer’ is

WIRE)

satisfying for a number of

(BUSINESS

WIRE) - Demonstrating

reasons,"

the power of Starbucks dis

Beach Founder Steve Mc

tribution channel,

Star-

Keever. "Not only does it

bucks and Hidden Beach

speak to the viability of our

recently announced that

collaboration with Star-

BeBe Winans' "My Christ

bucks, an innovative com

mas Prayer" has reached

pany that understands the

No. 1 on four of Billboard's

power and benefits

catalog charts.

branded entertainment in

The

CD,

which

said

reaching

is

Hidden

today's

of

con

Starbucks

sumers, but it also under

locations this holiday sea

scores our commitment to

exclusive

at

son, is available through an

tion that the Starbucks

locations throughout North

staying the course on a

agreement with Hidden

Experience and the compa

America this holiday sea

project originally released

Beach Recordings. Star-

ny's broad customer base

son. This collaboration is

over a year ago and seeing

bucks has sold more than

provides a compelling and

part of a breakthrough

it achieve the level of suc

97,000 units of the CD

powerful distribution chan

model for the music indus

cess and awareness that it

since it became available at

nel for the music industry,"

try, changing how music

deserves."

Starbucks

in

said Ken Lombard, presi

recordings are distributed

North America on Nov. 10.

dent, Starbucks Entertain

and

The CD ranked number

ment. "Our expertise in

sumers.

locations

marketed

to

con

This type of long-term
commitment to

finding

innovative ways to market,

one on key industry charts

music through our Hear

To help spread the

including Billboard's Top

Music brand, coupled with

CD's inspirational mes

their artists' recordings is a

Pop Catalog Chart, Top

Starbucks unparalleled dis

sage, Winans is currently

cornerstone

Contemporary

Christian

tribution, and our collabo

on a special holiday tour

Beach's marketing philoso

Catalog Chart, Top Gospel

ration with Hidden Beach,

and will perform at some of

phy.

Catalog Chart and Top

combined to create an

the nation's largest church

The disc, a collection

Catalog

incredible platform for suc

es. He kicked off his tour

of Yuletide classics des

cess."

by performing on Oprah's

tined to be a holiday treas

Lombard added, "‘My

"Favorite Things 2004"

ure for years to come, is

Christmas Prayer’ builds on

show on Nov. 22, and has

anchored by the spirited

Starbucks Hear Music's

made stops at churches in

duet between Winans and

sioned a better scenario for

successful

such cities as Chicago,

Rob Thomas (lead singer

this project," said BeBe

release

Concord

Detroit and Los Angeles.

of Matchbox 20) on "My

Winans.

Records,

Charles'

The

has

Christmas Prayer." Winans

appearances

was inspired to write the

R&B

Albums

Overall Chart, as well as
securing the No. 4 spot on
Top Holiday Albums.
"I could not have envi

"With partners

collaborative

with
Ray

gifted

singer

promote

and

distribute

of

Hidden

such as Starbucks and Hid

Genius Loves Company,

upcoming

den Beach and the wonder

which recently went multi

scheduled

Houston,

song while visiting U.S.

ful opportunity to appear

platinum. We hope to see

Fresno, and New York. In

troops stationed in the

on my good friend Oprah's

many collaborative suc

addition,

will

Middle East to offer hope

"Favorite Things" show, the

cesses with Hidden Beach,

appear at Starbucks loca

and encouragement to the

blessings seem to come one

Concord Records and other

tions to sign CDs and meet

soldiers' famihes. The CD

right after another. Most of

labels in the future."

fans. Winans will also co

also includes favorites such

The CD, which is a 15-

headline a holiday concert

as "Have Yourself A Merry

song disc, is offered via an

with Carly Simon at the

Little Christmas," "Silent

Christmas Prayer’ during

exclusive

distribution

Apollo Theater in New

Night," "O' Come All Ye

this important time of the

agreement between Star-

York City on Dec. 17 and

Faithful," and "Joy to the

year."

bucks, Winans and Hidden

18. For more information

World."

"The chart debut for

Beach Recordings, was re

on specific locations and

My Christmas Prayer fur

leased Nov. 10 and is avail

dates, visit http://www.

ther supports the proposi-

able at Starbucks retail

bebewinans.net.

all, I am glad that people
are

embracing

‘My

in

Winans

bv Ernest Herndon
McComb EnterpriseJournal
TYLERTOWN, Miss.
(AP) - The crime-plagued
Cloud Nine neighborhood
in Tylertown was once
known as a place to get
high on drugs and drink.
Now it's also known as a
place to get high on the
Spirit.
Five years ago Love
Outreach Ministries sprout
ed amid briars, beer cans,
drug deals and tumbledown
mobile homes.
The biracial, nondenominational church was
the vision of the Rev.
Kenneth Barnes, a tall, thin
46-year-old who builds
houses and runs a discount
store for a living.
“For years it's known in
Tylertown and pretty much
throughout the county that
that was the roughest
neighborhood in the area,"
said Tylertown mayor
Edward Hughes, who
attended the dedication of
the church in 1999.
“Rev. Barnes went up
there and started the mis
sion, and I admit to you that
at the time, initially, I did
not think it would get off
the ground, and I thought
his efforts would be futile,"
Hughes chuckled.
“He's truly revitalized
that area. It's been one of
the most positive things
that we've experienced in
the city," he said.
Barnes' first plan was
to renovate a bar in Hackley, La., not far south of the
Walthall County line. That
fell through, so he added a
second story to his own
house for a worship area he
called the Upper Room.
Then he found a twoacre lot in Cloud Nine for
sale.
“When

we

started

building that church we had
$1,900," said Barnes, who
got donations and other
assistance along the way.
“That church is now
appraised for $270,000. It's
just a miracle." •
Barnes and the Rev.
Douglas Rayburn, former
pastor at New Bethel Jesus
Name Church and Guiding
Light Pentecostal Church,
became friends when Raybum ran unsuccessfully for
state representative in
1999. Rayburn was with
Barnes when he looked
over the vacant lot at Cloud
Nine.
“I said, 'Why in the
world would you want to
build a church here?"'
Rayburn recalled. “He said,
'Because this is a place
other men wouldn't go.'"
Rayburn had heard
those words before: Ten
years earlier, he says, a
preacher pointed at him and
said someday God would
use him “in a place other
men wouldn't go."
Rayburn - an independ
ent businessman who owns
two poultry farms, a poul
try supply business and a
construction
company,
among other enterprises - is
now Barnes' associate pas
tor. Neither takes a salary
from the church that both
helped build, they said.
Cloud Nine is located
off Martin Luther King
Drive on the southeast side
of town. It includes rows of
well-kept public housing
units backed by a sprawl of
mobile homes and houses.
“It was just a place for
drugs, prostitution" - a
place even police were
reluctant to go, Barnes said.
The tiny congregation start
ed with a 36-by-80 foot
building and has been
adding square footage and
members
ever
since.

There's a jail ministry, a
half-hour radio broadcast
and a free clothes closet
Wednesdays and Fridays.
The neighborhood has
responded, Barnes said.
“The people there, they
applauded and they wel
comed the church," he said.
“It was the church people
who didn't want us to put a
church there. They said
they'd break into our cars
and take everything."
To the contrary, the one
time a stereo speaker was
stolen, Cloud Nine resi
dents provided church offi
cials with information that
led to an arrest, Barnes
said.
During construction,
“we'd go around and round
up fellows" to help, Barnes
said.
One local family who
was involved in selling
alcohol now attends the
church, he said.
Several whites also
attend the mostly black
church.
“I believe that this day
that we're living in is the
day that God will pour
down and allow the walls
of racism to come down,"
Barnes said. "Unless we
become brothers and sisters
in Christ, we'll never see
heaven."
Jo Baker of the Silver
Creek community in Pike
County, who is white, start
ed coming after Barnes did
some work on her house.
Barnes asked her to help
teach children at the
church, and she agreed.
“I feel like I am doing
more good here helping
him than I would be some
where that’s already estab
lished," said Baker, 70, who
had been going to a Baptist
church. “It's almost like
(being) a missionary."
Paul
Patterson
of

McComb, who is black,
recently joined the church
along with his wife and
children.
“Friendly," he said of
the congregation. "I want
to be in a church that any
body can come to and
nobody will talk about
them."
On a recent Sunday
morning, some 50 people
were present, nearly half of
them children.
The worship service
began with children recit
ing some of the information
they had learned in Sunday
school. Next came lively
songs such as “Can't
Nobody Hold Me Like
Jesus" and "I Don't Know
What You Came to Do (I
Came to Worship Jesus)."
It was Rayburn's Sun
day to preach, and he took
Hebrews 10 and 11 as his
text for the topic of faith.
A lively speaker with a
sense of humor, Rayburn
said, “I can't believe God
would accept worship
where there's no move
ment, there's no activity. ...
In my world He's worth
shouting about."
Afterward people lined
up for prayer. Rayburn laid
hands on the forehead of
each and prayed repeatedly
“in the name of Jesus."
Barnes anointed olive oil
on a woman with a with
ered hand and a woman in a
wheelchair, but there were
no miraculous physical
healings this Sunday.
But there have been
other healings along the
way, in individual fives and
in a tattered community.
“That's the call of the
ministry, to the highways
and the byways," Barnes
said. “The Bible tells us
that the whole need not a
physician, but the sick. We
go to the sick."

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Genesis Worship Center Church
1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33713
(727) 898-5571 • Fax: (727) 898-5581 - gwcc@email.com

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

• 10:00am
*11:30am
• 7:00pm
• 7:00pm

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &

Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.
Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

yT

Real Love, Real People...
Church That fy/Lakes A Difference!

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.
Sunday School..................................8:00 a.m.
Worship Service............................. .9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, PrayerMeeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study ........ 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Saipt Johb Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Scheduled Services:

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Early Morning 8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Church School 9:45 am
Mid-Morning
11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL

SZcorz CJ-^-Locj

Church

Pillar and the Ground of Truth
930 - 18th Street South • St.
Petersburg, FL 33712
(Near Tropicana Field)

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org
James W. PaschaI
Pastor

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

Fridays - 8:00pm
Sabbath Day (Saturdays)
Prayer - 10:00am
Sabbath School - 10:30am •
Afternoon Worship - 2:00pm
Come expecting a miracle!

For more information, call 727-550-2521
Home Phone: (727) 866-0643
email: jpaschal@verizon.net

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

Church School ................. 9:00 A.M.
New Member Class...........9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship............... 10:30 A.M.
Prayer / Bible Study . Tuesday 7:00 PM.
Youth Bible Study . .Thursday 6:00 RM.

<
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Sunday Worship Services

8:00 am • 11:00 am

Sunday School

9:30 am

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

7:00 pm

Bible Study

7:30 pm

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

JNefu Jhjtlafrfclplp*1 Conununttg QUrturch
The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

VISIT YOUR
HOUSE OF
WORSHIP THIS
WEEK, WHERE
THE “SON"
ALWAYS
SHINES!
Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin........................................................... Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry....................... ........................ ..................................... James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry...................................... ................................ Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry . .......................... ............ ..................................................Wyvonnia McGee

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712

Feptecostal Tcipplc Church of God ip Christ

(813) 327-0593

Sunday

Sunday School

9:30 a.m
11:00 a.m

Community Bible Study

Tuesday

7:30 p.m

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p.m

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

5:45 a.m

'lidding of (jod’s kingdom’’
Macedonia

Freewill

U7

B

- y.t
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22nd Avenue South — St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School/(Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed quarterIy the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Church Of God In Christ

(727) 906-8300

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Ordained (Missionary
Johnnie Mae (Howard
Cad: 727 895-5239

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

A ‘Woman After
(jod's
Own (Heart...

Elder A.R. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services
Church School .......................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .................10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ....................5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

“One weefjrom cfutrcfi mafes one wcaf."

Spirituady Connected
Cadfor‘Prayers &
‘Testimonies

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship....................................................... 7:00a.m.
Sunday School.............................................
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship................................................................ 10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union........................................................ 4:30p.m.
Communion.......................................... 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m,
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays.................................................................. 7:30 p.m.

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

Rev G M Curry

820 20th Street South

Home: 896-8006

Ihe Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church
"A New Beginning In Christ"
Ail Worship Services are held at:
4201 Sixth Street South • St. Petersburg, Florida
Mailing Address: E.O. Bi>s 14542 • St, Petersburg. FL 33733-4542
Phone: 727.895/7700
Scheduled Services - Sunday
Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a.m.
Prayer Time - 9:30 a.m.
Praise & Worship - 9:45 a m.
Worship Service- 'io:oo a nt.

p.m.

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Wednesday
Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Thursday
Worship & Performing Arts Ministry
Monday, Wednesday. Saturday
6am Prayer

St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

Thesday Services:
Prayer Service.................... .6:30pm
. I

Bible Study........................ .....7pm
Rev. Carlos Senior

Thompson, Pastor

Your Church Ad Could Sc

Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL “ 9:30 A.M.

us as we [ift up the name ofJesus

MORN1NG WORSHIP “ 11:00 A.M.

R

COME WORSHIP WITH

M

FAMILY

Dominion Worship MinisTries

Praise & Worship Service.... 0:30am

INSTITUTIONAL church

Baptist

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

4016 - 12th Avenue South

Sunday Services:
Church School.................... .....9am

THE FlRST

Monday
Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

(727)896-5228

•

Ol

G.

Sunday
8am, 10am Morning Worship
lst & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration

Pastor
Assistant Pastor

“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now ”
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class................. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .................10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday .................7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ......................5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .......7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .... .7:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Rev. Inella Paris

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Dominion Worship Ministries

St. Pete, FL

Rev. Wayne

The church where what God’s word teaches
** practiced!

Thursday ................. 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.

Queen Street

3144 Third Avenue SOUTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FL
PHONE:323-75t8

(727) 898-9407

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

Pastor John A. Evans

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.

207 - 10th Street North • SL Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School...................................................... ...9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship............................................... ..11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer........ ............... ...6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study ................. ...7:30 p.m.

Pastor (727) 895-2119

First Baptist

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

10th Street Church Of God

Missionary Baptist
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

J n

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

Friendship

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

Communion - Every First Sunday BibIe Study -Tuesday at '6:30

Early Morning Worship ...................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ........................................... 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ..................................... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study ......................11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service
6:00pjn.
Mid-Week Service..................................................... 7:00p.m.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday..............................6:30p.m.

FTTTaqffKffl

3300 - 31st Street South

|[J

C

Baptist Church

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

Elder: Tony Smith

M
(N

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

Morning Worship

»•—..

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson HI

(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor
Morning Glory

HET

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

PRAYER HELPS!

Here Working Tor You!
Email Your Ad to:
smfalth@tampabay.rr.com
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EDUCATION
FAMU Receives $149,000 Grant for
Development Training--------------------TALLAHASSEE—
Area professionals, para
professionals and pre-pro
fessionals will now have
access to a training pro
gram in early childhood
education, thanks to new
funding. Florida A&M
University’s College of
Education was recently awarded with a $140,000
Early Head Start/Head
Start Professional Devel
opment Training Partner-

ship grant.
Authored by Patty Ball
Thomas, Ph.D., an assis
tant professor in the Col
lege of Education, the
grant enables staff in pro
grams serving low-income
infants, toddlers and pres
choolers the opportunity to
increase their knowledge
and skill base.
Undergraduate credit
will be available to those
seeking career tracks or a

method to renew their state
certification, and allow
FAMU’s early childhood
education undergraduate
students to participate in
practical field experience
within Early Head Start
areas: assessment and
screening for developmen
tal services; child develop
ment and education for
children, including those
with disabilities, health,
nutrition, and safety for

children, mental health
issues; family partnerships;
parent involvement and
community collaboration.
The collaborative initiative
will focus on programs in
Leon, Jefferson, Franklin,
Madison and Gadsden
counties.
For more information
on the grant, contact Dr.
Patty Ball Thomas at (725)
599-3107.

HUD’S Youthbuild Program Delivers
$54 Million for Skills and Leadership
Training--------------- ------------—------ ---------St. Petersburg’s Boley Centers to receive $700,000
WASHINGTON D.C.More than 100 young peo
ple in Florida who never
finished high school will
get a second chance to re
ceive their diplomas be
cause of $1.4 million in
grants announced today by
Housing and Urban De
velopment
Secretary
Alphonso Jackson. The
grants are part of $54 mil
lion HUD is awarding
through its Youthbuild Pro
gram to offer job training
and leadership skills to
young people while putting
them back on a path toward
graduation.
Two grants, one in
Jacksonville and the other
in St. Petersburg, will help
train young persons for a
future in the construction
trades while producing
seven homes for lower in
come families, many fac
ing homelessness.
In St. Petersburg, Bo
ley Centers for Behavioral

Health Care, Inc. will ables them to return to the
receive a Youthbuild grant classroom, acquire con
in the amount of $700,000. struction skills and put
The grant will enable Bo their minds and hands to
ley Centers to train 78 work producing more
youth and construct one affordable housing in their
new house.. Major partners own communities."
Young people who
include: the City of St.
Petersburg; Eckerd Family enroll in local Youthbuild
Foundation; Juvenile Wel programs lack high school
fare Board; Mt. Zion; and, diplomas and the job skills
Pinellas Technical Educa necessary to find meaning
ful employment. The fund
tion Centers.
In Jacksonville, Daniel ing announced today will
Memorial JaxBuild, Inc. help young men and wo
will receive a Youthbuild men, ages 16-to-24, to re
grant in the amount of ceive their high school
$700,000. The grant will equivalency diplomas and
enable Daniel Memorial provide them training in
JaxBuild, Inc to train 40 homebuilding skills that
youth and rehabilitate six will qualify them for
houses. Major partners in careers in the building in
clude: Builders Care; dustry.
Program participants
Housing Partnership of
will receive on-the-job
Jacksonville.
"This funding will of training in the building
fer hope and opportunity to trades and help build and
young men and women renovate homes that are
across the country," said then sold at affordable
Jackson. "Youthbuild en- prices to low- and very

low-income persons as
well as to homeless indi
viduals and families. In
addition, these grants are
anticipated to generate mil
lions of additional dollars
from other pubhc and pri
vate sources.
HUD is the nation's
housing agency committed
to increasing homeowner
ship, particularly among
minorities; creating afford
able housing opportunities
for low-income Americans;
and supporting the home
less, elderly, people with
disabilities and people liv
ing with AIDS. The De
partment also promotes
economic and community
development as well as
enforces the nation’s fair
housing laws. More infor
mation about HUD and its
programs is available on
the Internet at www.
hud.gov and espanol.
hud.gov.

Pre-K Battle Takes Over the Florida
Legislature
by Candace K. Clarke
Challenger Editor
In Tallahassee, Flori
da’s lawmakers met in a
special session this week to
determine, among issues
such as hurricane relief, the
future of a statewide pre-K
program. The program,
which would extend eligi
bility to all four-year olds
in approved daycares, as
well as public and private
schools in Florida, is based
on Georgia’s own pre-K
program, considered a mo
del for early education.
The initial amendment
was passed by voters in
2002. In the original ver
sion, voters agreed that free
pre-K classes should start
by August 2005. Last year,
however,
Gov.
Bush,
vetoed the bill that would
allow this measure to hap
pen, citing disapproval of
the overall administrative
set-up of the plan. Whereas
before, he was concerned
that the quality of educa
tion for the program would
not meet standards, Bush is
optimistic
about
the
changes being made this
week.
Monday, ’ lawmakers
have already agreed to in
crease the student-teacher

Parents and Teachers:
Making the Difference

By

Reg Weaver,

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS.
Ignore them And they’ll go away.

instructors will only need
to have a Child Develop
ment Associate certificate
that can be received with
less than a year of training.
Ohly a three-week course
would be needed to begin
as a pre-K teacher. The
state’s lack of teacher
availability fueled - this
measure.
Also on Monday,
House Speaker Allan
Bense, R-Panama City, and
Senate President Tom Lee,
R-Brandon, expanded the
special session agenda to
include the Florida KidCare program.
KidCare, the 'state’s
subsidized health insur
ance program, saw more
restricted eligibility re
Gov. Jeb Bush is optimistic about the changes the
quirements put into plaice
legislature will make this week to the pre-K
earlier this year. Under the
program.
proposed new policy, par
ratio. Instead of having one time each day. These serv ents enrolling their child
teacher for every 18 stu ices will primarily be is into would need a tax
dents, the new pre-K pro sued by private and reli return and some form pf
identification.
gram will have at least two gious schools.
"Ensuring that all chil
In
order
to
enter
kin
teachers in classes of 11
students or more. It’s a dergarten; the students will dren have access to quality
move that Bush was push be required to take an en and affordable health cafe
trance test, in a similar con is of critical importance,"
ing for.
Among the items on cept as the FCAT. The ex said Bense.
It was estimated that
pre-K the bill that parents act methods of testing are
by Friday, a conclusion
yet to be determined.
should be aware of:
would .be drawn on’these
•
Rather
than
requiring
• The state will pay for
three hours of instructional college degrees to teach, issues in the. legislature, j

President,

•

The end of the year is a time of reflection and renewal. For those of us who
work in America’s public schools - and work with the women and men who
have dedicated their lives to helping students succeed in school and in life -:
it’s a time to assess what we have accomplished and what we can do better)

National
Education
Association

Teachers
can provide
useful
insights
to help
parents

Great Public Schools
for Every Child
NBAs 2.7 million

Since 1857, the National Education Association has worked to make pub?
lie schools great for every child? We support equity and adequacy in the dis^
tribution of resources that support those things that work in the classroom qualified teachers, smaller classes, and up-to-date books, materials aligned
with high standards and shared; accountability.
We will continue to focus our energies on getting students what they nhed
- with the support of parents, partners in the community, and policymakers.
But, increasingly, we understand that teachers and education support profes
sionals can’t go it alone. Students spend about 9 percent of their time in
school. For our young people to succeed, we also need to pay attention 'tq
-the other 91 percent of their time.
Recent polling for Phi Delta Kappan magazine shows that parents and
others understand instinctively what research confirms. Parental involve- ,
ment and student motivation are key elements to whether or not a child suc
ceeds in school. There’s no time for philosophical discussions or squabbles s
about who should take responsibility for taking the first Step. The key to
helping students is communications — ongoing, frequent and respectful con
versations between teachers and parents about student needs and progress
in good times and in bad.
I say respectful communications because both teachers and parents need
to understand the unique role the other plays in students’ growth and devel
opment. No teacher wants to usurp the role of parents. We look for a part
nership role, working together to reinforce values like hard work, respect arid
personal responsibility. In the same way, parents should understand that
teachers’ knowledge and experience can be a resource for them. Teachers
and education support professionals work with children every day, and theycan provide useful insights in helping parents support and encourage their
children.

members are the nation’s

AFTSRSCHOOLNOW.ORG

leading advocates for
chiIdren and public
education

1-866-KIDS-TODAy

In 2005, NEA members will be reaching out to parents more than ever
before. Working together, 1 know we can help all students meet high stan- ■'
dards - and the challenges that face our nation in the years ahead.
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

PICK OF THE
WEEK!
FLORIDA
IXX5 PO

7-11-25
33-41-47

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

VOUR
MATCH

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
SpeciaIizing In
Affordable
Life«HeaIth*DentaI*Vision
Disability-Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

“When You Need Quality
Craftsmanship ”

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work
(727) 433-1349
Bonded & Insured

Ph: 727-328-9878 r
Fax: 727-328-9545

Lie.# ER130123I2

THERE
18 ONLY
ONE
RACE IN
THIS
WORLD THE
HUMAN
RACE

BILUNG
COORDINATOR I

PUBLIC NOTICE

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157

$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

The Hospice

Notice is hereby given that the City of St. Petersburg has pre
pared a Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation
Report (CAPER) for the Community Development Block Grant,
Home Investment Partnership Grant, and Emergency Shelter
Grant. The report will be available for review on or after
December 13, 2004 at the City's Housing and Community
Development Department, 440 Second Avenue North, St.
Petersburg, Florida between the hours of 8:00 am and 4:30 pm.
Written comments may be submitted to the Housing and
Community Development Department, P.O. Box 2842, St.
Petersburg, Florida 33731 before December 30, 2004. A sum
mary of all written comments received will be included when the
report is submitted to the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development. For additional information concerning this
notice, please contact 893-4159.

Bflght House Networits is detwnng
the Mure ol Information and
entertaintnenL Join us now as a
Baling Coortmatori
The qualified candidate will input
subscriber account data rto
computet dining system, organize
documents and verity activities on
customer accounts. The Meal
candidate will possess a HS diploma
or equivalent, ability to pass 40 wpm
typing test and previous data
entry/personal computer experience.
• Career Growth Potential
• Free Catue & Internet
• Medlcal/Dental/VIsion
«Life & Disability insurance
• Tuition Reimbursement
• Paid Holidays & Time Off
• 401K Wan & More!

or THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

Excellent Income

A Unique Profession!!
Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications

RNs, LPNs

NOW HIRING COURTHOUSE
RESEARCHERS - WILL TRAIN TO WORK

&HHAJCNAS

GOD

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

bright ©
house

BLESS

National Capital Funding Group

(FL License Required)

Qualified candidates snood
apply In person at our main office
700 Carillon Partiway. Suite 6. St.
Petersburg, FL 33T16, or at
any of our payment center locations.

AMERICA!

fO£>‘M*F/O/V
L fGE/J
bac$$twnd cheek it
Vtacsj

drug seven and

FROM HOME ON YOUR COMPUTER

No Experience Necessary

Call 1-800-440-7234

Do you have

Type 2 Diabetes?

CA$H 3
092 536 844

You may qualify to
participate in a
research study if you:

687
749 160 451

7-8

3-1

4-5

2-1

8-6

7-4

PLEASE EMAIL ALL ADS TO:
smfaith @ tampabay.rr.com

YOUR AD
COULD BE
WORKING
FOR YOU!

• are 25-75 years
of age
• have Type II Diabetes

2-1-1 is Pinellas County’s
only 24-hour program that
provides information & refer
rals on local health/human
services, volunteer opportu
nities, donation referrals,
and crisis intervention/problem-solving counseling for
individuals. Cell phone users
must dial (727) 562-1542.

Are your
blood sugar
levels
controlled?
We’re conducting
a clinical research

Qualified participants
will receive all study-

study of an

related care and
investigational

medication to

investigational
determine if it

medication at no
cost and may receive
compensation for their

can improve the
control of blood
sugar levels.

time.
Call Mon-Fri tor more Information

R/XJDlXlSIT*

727.343.4706
6010 Park Boulevard, PineHas Park, FL

IRIlAtCH

www.radlantrOMarch.com

Your
IRIKS (Mar. 21-April 20) Your creative ijeas must be put to
;ood use. Be sure to cover all the necessary groundwork before
igning binding contracts. You will meet new romantic partners
hrough the company you keep. Be careful; your ideas are good
>ut make sure that you're realistic and start off on solid ground.
rAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) If it can make you extra cash, it will
le even better. You may want to make changes that will turn your
intertainment room into a real family affair. You will find that
valuable knowledge can be gained if you are willing to listen. Be
ure to spend time helping children with projects that are too dificult for them to accomplish alone.
JEMINI (May 22-June 21) Changes at home will be necessary,
fou have worked hard and the payback is now. You can make
idjustments in your domestic scene this week. Visit friends or
elatives you rarely see.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Sentimental feelings may make it
iifficult to get much done at work. You can leam from those who
lave had similar experiences. You will feel tired and rundown if
<ou have allowed yourself to get into a financial mess. Physical
ictivity will help defuse your frustration.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) Opportunities to get involved in self
mprovement projects will be rewarding. Your home environment
nay be volatile if precautions aren't taken. You may find yourself
n an emotional fix if you interfere in other people's problems. It's
ime to reevaluate your motives.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Plan a nice evening for two. Leave
hings as they are for the moment and focus on reaching your
lighest potential at work. You may want to make drastic changes
concerning your personal partner. Do your chores and get on with
lie things you enjoy doing.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) Your unique contribution to the organ
ization will enhance your reputation. You will take on too much
if you aren't careful. Stick to basics. Don't let others bully you
into agreeing with them. Be willing to listen, but don't be fooled.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Deception may cause disputes
you can do without. Problems with gas, oil, or water in your
home may disrupt your routine. You could be misinterpreted if
you're not careful. Romantic opportunities will be plentiful if you
go out with friends.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) A passionate encounter with
your mate should help alleviate that pent-up energy. Don't let
someone take the credit for a job you did. Get involved in philo
sophic groups that wifi enlighten you. You are best to avoid con
frontations.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) You may have the energy to
clear up that mound of paperwork facing you. Don't let your per
sonal dilemmas interfere with your goals. Children could cost
you more than you can afford. Your stubborn nature will backfire
if you give your mate an ultimatum..
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Your talent will be recognized
Don't jump as quickly as you usually do. Don't be too eager to
buy things for those who really don't deserve it. Situations con d
easily get blown out of proportion if you have made unreasonable
promises.
.
PISCES (Feb 20-Mar. 20) Don't count on your friends to be
loyal when it comes to doing things. Controversial subjects
should be avoided at all costs. Your emotional stability may influ
ence the changes taking place in your personal hfe. Don't be too
quick to judge partners or those you work with.

The Weekly Challettyer
HOTLINE
NUMBERS
The Runaway Hotline:
800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)
Family Resources
Counseling:
(727) 384-8336
or (727) 449-8336

2500 M. L. King St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: (727) 822-8996 o Fax: (727) 823-2568

Subscription Cost:
$15.00 - 6 Months

$30 - Yearly

(or)

Name:
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Phone #:____
(or)

New Subscription:

Cash

Date Paid:

ReneWal:

Cheek #.

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?
If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

Amount Paid: $.
Comments:

_

The Weekly Challettyer
Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996
CALL TODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger1'

Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
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AT

PUBLIX,

SAVING

IS

PART

OF

THE

PLEASURE

For your convenience, all Publix stores will be open until 7 p.rn. on Friday, December 24, and during
regular store hdurs Sunday, December 26. We will be closed on Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25.

Boar's Head31
Sweet Slice Ham...............

5.99.

Half or Whole, Smoked,
Boneless, A Fine Holiday Tradition
SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE
Pubttx Deii proudly features s fulI
line of Boar's Head® products.

Maxwell House
buyonecdcc
Coffee
............ get oNErrvuC

Publix Premium
Ice Cream ..................... 2 r

Hellmanns
buyonecdcc
Mayonnaise............... get oNErlvCC

Rich French Roast, Auto-Drip,
Auto-Drip Master Blend, Colombian
Supreme or Lite Half the Caffeine,
33 to 39-02 can (Limit two dea Is
on selected advertised varieties.)
SAVE UP TO 7.09

Or Publix Premium
Homerriade lee Cream,
Assorted Varieties, half-gal ctn.
SAVE UP TO 2.38 ON 2

Assorted Varieties, 32-oz jar
(Limit two deals on selected
advertised varieties.)
SAVE UP TO 3.79

O.UU

Idaho
Potatoes

Pumpkin Pie,
8-lnch..............

U.S. #1, Genuine, AH Purpose,
10-lb bag (S-lb bag ... 1.49)
SAVE UP TO 1.50

Just the Right Spices,
From Ihe Publix Bakery, 24-oz size
SAVE UP TO 2.28 ON 2

12-Pack Selected
Coca-Cola
Products..............
12-oz can (Limit three deals on
selected advertised varieties.)
(Selected Coca-Cola Products,
2-L bot.......99)
SAVE UP TO 2.78 ON 2

215.00
•Jlbr
4R »

12-Pack
Mich elob Ultra
Beer................................
Or Michelob Light, 12-oz can
or LNNR bot. or Michelob
or Michelob Amber Bock,
12-oz LNNR bot.
SAVE UP TO .70

Price* Effective Thursday, December 14 through Frirtey December 24, 2004.
OnIy in the FolIowing Counties: Lee, Cottier, Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Gtrus,
Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Polk, Highlands and Osceola. Quantity Rights Reserved.
WWW. oublix.com/ads

9.29

Yellow Tai,
Chardonnay Wine..........
Or Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon,
Shiraz, Shiraz Cabernet or
Cabernet Merlot, 750-ml bot,
SAVE UP TO .86

215.50

5.99

Ocean Spray
.Juice‘Cocktail
w
and Drinks.................. get oneiivLL
Assorted Varieties, 64-oz bot.
(Excluding 100% & Grapefruits.)
(Limit two deals on selected
advertised varieties.)
SAVE UP TO 3.17

Publix.
HOLIDAYS

